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before the word " service " showed, on
the face of it. what the meaning was. I
have a perfect recollection that there wats
no postponement of the clause.

THE PRESIDENT: In reply to the
hon. member (Air. Matheson), I am in-
formned by the Clerk, that the -Minutes are
correct, and that Clauses 13 to 17 were
agrmeed to. This Rouse is ruled by these
Minutes, and not byv Hansard. Mistakes
are made by Manzsard. If this mistake
has occurred in the official reports of
fHansard, the reporter wvill have to explain
to rue why it occurred.

ADJO-URNIMENT.
The House ad 'journed at 9-40 pin, till

thle next day.

gegks[atibe 'Assemnb In

Wednesday, 81k December, 1897.

Agricultural Bureau: Report of Select Committee-
Questiou rre an 'onstrsction of BGoonalin
tral Ares.a-eto 4 Dey inT ang of RWeAgrculua Ara- uto D7emntnua Di s

catles r. Drainage of Agricultual Area-Questiou:
Railway Workshops at Midland Jisnetion, and
Coolgrsrdie water Scheme Reservo.ir-Question
Further Exemptions on Collie Coalfield-Questin
Resgnation of Agent~eneral-Motion: Drainage of
. re7 Agriultsnsl Area -Motion, Opening of
Perth Museumi on Sundays-Motion: Additional
water supply for Perth-Motion: Incursion of
Rabbits from South Australia-Stock Diseases Act
Amndnment Bill: seconld reading ;Bill referred toSelect Committee-Noious; weeds Bill, second
reading-Early Closing Bill in committee-Bills of
Sale Bill: second reading-Divorce Act Am~endmnent
and Extension Bill: second reading (moved)-
Dentists Act Anmendmnat Bill -Discharge of Order
- Local Conrts Evidence Bill; second reading
(aoe)-Leal Practitioners Act Amndnment Bill:

seodreading (negatived)-Rtegistratinn of Pulnse
Bill: second realing-Adjounwent.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30
o'clock p.m.

I PRAYERS.

AGRICULTURAL BUREAU-REPORT
OF SELECT COMMITT7EE.

MR. SilwsoN, Chairman of Select
Commnittee, brought Up the comm11ittee's
rep~ort on the advisability of placing the
Agricultural Bureau under the control of
a Minister of the Crown.

Report received, read, and ordered to
be printed, and the consideration of the
report made an order for the next sitting.

QUESTION-SURVEY AND CONSTRUC-
TION OF GOOMALLING RAILIWAY.

MR. QUINLAN, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commnissioner of Rail-
was : i. Whether the survey of the
Goolnialhing Railway had been comupleted?
2. Whether it was true that the Govern-
ment had thrown open a large area of
agricultural land for selection in view of
the early constrisction of the said railway,
and that a considerable amount of selec-
tion had taken place in consequence in
that locality ? 3. Whether it was the in-
tention of the Government to construct
the line at an early date?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied: i.
The survey has been comrpleted, and plans
are in cosurse of preparation. 2. I anm
infonineld that the Lands Department has
laid out agricultural areas, and that they
are open for selection. The survey of
this line (lid not necessarily inmpiy that
the Government would be able to im-
mediately proceed with its construction.
3. The matter will be placed before Par-
liament as soon as flunds can be allocated
front Consolidated Revenue for the work.

QUESTION-DRAINAGE OF HARVEY
AGRICULTURAL AREA.

Mn. GEORGE, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Crown
Lands : i. Whether temporary relief
would be given to the settlers in the
Harvey Agricultural Area by mneans of
drainage works to be initiated during
the month of December, 1897? 2. If
not, why not ? 3. If not, whether lie was
prepared to refu~nd to the settlers the
money paid by them for the land and also
all expenditure uip to date on lands bought
front the department? In asking the
question in this form, which had been
altered from the original form of the
question, he disclaimed al'v intentional
discourtesy to tile Commissioner of Crown
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Lands; and he thanked Mr. Speaker for
having altered the qutestion to the proper
form in which it should be put before the
House.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell) replied:
Yes; the Government intend to carry out
sonmc temporary drainlage works onl thle
Harvey Agricultural Area, and ain officer
of the 'Works Department and an officer
of tire Lands Department arc at the
present time on tile ground obtaining
necessary information on the subject.

QUESTION-DELAY IN DRAINAGE OF
HARVEY AGRICULTURAL AREA.

Mn. GEORGE, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public
Works, Whether hie would explain the
action of his departmnt in reference to

tedlyin the drainage of the Harvey
Agricultural Area?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (lion. F. H. Piesse) replied:
Delay in draining the agricultural area
has occurred, owing to the necessity that
exists for obtaining statutory powers to
enter upon the lands. The Lands Depart-
nient having promised to afford early relief
to fire settlers, the Government have des-
patched officers to the district to ascertain
whether some temporary ineasture of relief
cannot lieafforded at once.

QUESTION - DEPARTMENTAL DIFFI-
CULTIES BE DRAINAGE OF HARVEY
AGRI CULTURAL AREA.

MR. GEORGE, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier wirether he
was aware that the action withr reference
to drainage matters between the Lands
anrd the Public Works Departmnts was
materially injuring the prospects of per-
ianent settlement in the Harvey Agri-

cultural Area, and impeding the progress
of the farmers inr that district.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir 3.
Forrest) replied that lie was not aware
tirat such was the case.

QUESTION - - RAILWAY WORKSHOPS
AT MIDLAND JUNCTION. AND COOL-
GARDIE WATER SCHEME RESER-
VOIR.

Mu. ILING WORTH, for Mr. Ewing,
in accordance with notice, asked the
Director of Public Works: i. When he
intended to proceed with the erection of

wvorkshops an(1 other railway buildings at
Midland Junction ?' 2. At what date was
the Helena Valley reservoir in connlec-
Lion with the Coolgardie watter schemle
likely to be commenced?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied:-
n. The erection of the workshops and
other railway buildings Iras already been
commenced. 2. Tile survey and plans
for the Helena Valley Reservoir have
already been completed, and the depart-
niut is in a position to proceed with the
work as soon as instructions have been
received from the lion. the Premier.

QUESTION-FURTHER EXEMPTIONS
ON COLLIE COALFIELD.

Hols. HI. W. VENN, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier, Whether any
further exemptions would be granted to
leaseholders in the Collie coalfieldsP

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied: I have been informed
by tire Minister of Mines that it is im-
possible to say until the application is
mrade in accordance with the Act, and
dealt with on its merits, but the desire of
the Government is that every lease should
be ful].y worked.

QUESTION-RESIGNATION OF AGENT
GENERAL.

MR. SIMPSON, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier, Whether it
was a fact that Sir Malcolm Fraser had
resigned iris position as Agent General
f or the colony, and whether the Govern-
inent was in a position to give the House
any information with regard to the re-
organisation of the agency?

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied: i. Sir Malcolm Fraser
has desired to be relieved of the position
of Agent General in April next. 2. I amn
not aware of the reorganisation that is
referred to.

MOTION-DRA[NAGE OF HARVEY
AGRICULTURAL AREA.

MR. GEORGE, in accordance with
notice, moved:

'Ihat there be laid upon the table of the
House the whole of the papers in connection
with the drainage of the Harvey Agricultural
Area.
He said lie intended to deal briefly withr
tire motion. The reasonr wvhy it was
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desirable that the whole of the papers
should be haid on the table was -

THE PREMIER: They would be good
reading.

MR. GEORGE: He had not had an
opportunity of reading the papers. It
was only rit that the House should
lie able to judge as to the rights or
ivTongs of the various representations
maide throughout the press as to the
Harvey agricultural area. Some few
months aoit wvas his privilege, in
conju~nction with Mr. MoGoughey and
the member for Geraidton (Mr. Simpson),
to approach the Director of Public Works
in reference to this drainage matter; but
that gentleman referred the deputation
to the Commissioner of Crown Lands.
The deputation was met by the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands with that
courtesy for which the hion. member wvas
distinguished, and with a business-like
spirit which might with advantage be
copied by other departments. The Coin-
miissioner of Crown Lands recognised the
arguments placed bef ore him, and
promised to see that temporary relief was
granted to the settlers during the present
month. He (Mr. George) (lid not sup-
pose that any member of the House
would have doubted for a moment that
the promise given by the Commissioner
of Crown Lands would have been carried
out. Some little friction had arisen
between the Lands Department and the
Works Department. lie did not say the
friction had arisen through want of
friendly feeling or jealousy, but one
departnent might not like the inter-
ference of another department. He
wanted to see the whole of the papers
connected with this matter, and not a file
that had been culled or prepared. If lion.
members saw the whole of the papers, we
should be better able to form some
judgment on the subject. The area of
land affected by the drainage scheme was
estimated at 20,000 or 30,000 acres, most
of which was suitable for growing potatoes
and other things required in this colony.
If we had the papers we should be able to
decide whether it was necessary to take
further action.

MR. SIMPSON (Geraldton) seconded
the motion. This was a question which he
had taken mouch interest in, being the
owner of some property in the neighbour-
hood in question. The scheme had been

dangled before the public and the settlers
of the district by the Oowmissioner of
Crown Lands for the past six years, to
his certain knowledge, and be did not
think that the scheme was any further
ahead than it was seven years ago.
There had been innumerable surveys
and estimates. He understood there was
somec friction in connection with the dual
control of this work. The Lands Depart-
mnent gave authority for die work to be
done, but the Works Department had to
carry the work out. Not much advan-
tage would be gained by having tile
papers laid on the table of the House,
for the answer given by thc Coinnisioner
of Crown Lands that evening was to the
effect that officers had now been sent out
to initiate the scheme. He had no hesi-
tation in saying that if the department
accomplished this work they would carry
out a public benefit, and the settlers would
be enabled to work the land and turn it
to a profitable account.

TEE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell) said hie
would like to make it a condition that the
hion. member would read the papers when
they were laid on the table. If the
Government decided to comply with the
request of the settlers and drained
the area, it was estimated to cost zC9,000,
as hon. members would finid when they
read the papers through. Could the
Government spend that large sum of
money without some return to the State?
The matter of carrying out this scheme
was now under consideration. Mean-
while, as lie had already explained in
answer to the question put to him, the
Government had not lost sight of this
matter, and officers were now making at
start with the temporary scheme which
was to be cardied out by the Works
Department. The Government intended
to give some temporary relief by straight-
ening the creeks, and, they hoped later
on to be able to do something more. He
assured the lion, member who had moved
this motion, that the department was
fully alive to the importance of the work.
He promised to lay the papers on the
table, and he repeated the request that
the hon. member would read them.

HoNv. H. W. VEN (Wellington): If
the member for the Murray had been
satisfied with the replies given by the
Commnissioner of Crown Lands in answer
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to the questions, the House would not
have received the piece of information
which hadI just been given to hon. memn-
bers, and which placed the whole matter
in a different light. It occurred to him
that the temporary relief which was to be
afforded by the department in straighten-
ing out somne of the creeks would be little
or no relief at all. That was not the sort
of relief that the settlers wanited. What
was wanted was that the water should be
drained right away into the sea. If the
temporary relief which the Commissioner
spoke of was the straightening of the
creeks, it would be far better to leave the
whole thing alone, until the complete
system of drainage could be carried out.

Tanr DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Ron. F. H. Piesse) : With
regard to the question of delay mentioned
by the member for Geraldton, the hon.
member would recollect there was no
money available to carry out the work
seven years ago. He believed that
in 1891 this question was raised,
and it had been hanging up ever since.
When the Government went into the
matter, several proposals were made,
and the most recent one was made
by the engineer for water supply for
towns, Mr. Hodgson. That officer made
a complete report on the drainage, which
he estimated would cost £9,000, which
was equal to £1 per acre for the land to
be drained. The question was whether
the Government would he justified in
expending £1 per acre in draining the
land, and would the land be inproved to
such a degree that it would be increased
in value to that amountP The Govern-
ment would have to adopt sonme s 'ystemi
of assessment. He had pointed out to
the late Commissioner of Lands (Mr.
Richardson) that the Government had no
statutory power to enter on the land, and
before anything coumld be done it would
be necessary to introduce a, Bill to the
House granting- this power to enter on
the land, also to strike a rate to assess the
people. If this work was to be carried
out for a section of the people, and the
public had to pay for it, difficulties
would crop up throughout thle country.
Every section of people would hie asking
for something to be done for them. Hon.
memrbers could see the difficulty in which
the Government would be placed. The
lion, member for Wellington had dealt

most carefully with the question long
heforehe (the Director of Works) assumed
office. Then the late Commissioner of
Crown Lands took the ]matter up, and it
had been hianging on from time to time.
He had thought that they could arrive
at some definite conclusion when Mr.
Hodgson's report was brought forward;
but the Government had no power to
carry out the work, and, unless the
people gave their consent, it would be
impossible to go on with the work. Sonic
objected to the scheme, and others were
willing to give the land and to allow the
drains to pass through their land; but
unless the Government had some statutory
power to enter on the land, hie could not
see how the scheme could be carried out.
Some remarks had been made as to
friction between the departments. No
friction whatever had occurred between
the Lands and Works Departments.
Some delay was caused through the
necessity of obtaining informiation which
was required before they could possibly
proceed with the work at all. Some
temporary relief was now proposed to be
carried out, and that was pending.
Officers had beeu sent up to inquire
whether the starting of this temporary
work would afford some relief. His
opinion was that the only proper scheme
was that proposed by Mr. Hodgson. It
was a complete scheme for the drainage
of the whole of the area, and that was
the only way in which relief could be
afforded. The Commissioner of Crown
Lands, in promising to lay the papers on
the table, did not mention that the Works
departmentwas interested in these returns;
and, if it could be done, hie would ask
that the Government be allowed to take
the file of papers off the table of the
House as soon as hon. members had done
with it.

TuE PREM'bIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): Although this was considered
by some persons to be a p)ressing matter,
the people in thle Harvey Agricultural
Area had not approached him on the sub-
ject. This question of drainage was
surrounded with difficulties, some of

-which might not be apparent. There
must, firstly, be legislation to authorise
the work. Secondly, if the Commissioner
of Crown Lands were to drai these
brooks without the prior assent of the
persons interested, there might soon be
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claims for conipensation, and perhaps
actions at law for allegedl injury resulting-
from the drainage on particular portions
of the land being more than the parties
desired. While regretting there would
not be time to legislate in the present
session, yet p)reparation could be made
with a vriew to legislating- in the next
session; and every person interested in
the Harvey area, as wvell as some who
might be affected by' the d rainage beyond
that area%, might be asked to sign a docLI-
ineut agreeing to indemnify th Govern-
wnent for any action to be taken in drain-
ing the area. Probably some persons on
that area did not want their land drained,
while others suffered from too much wvater
in winter; and how were these conflicting
requirements to be reconciled ?

Mn. GEORGE: That was a matter
for the Government officers to arrange.

THE PREMIER: But there must be
compulsory powers given by an Act, and
those persons whose land was to be
draine~d should contribute towards the
expense of the drainage. - A few persons
might have taken up land in expectation
that the Government would provide
drainage; and of course in the summer
time the Harvey Agricultural Area looked
very suitalble for cultivation. The whole
of the coast laud between Drake's Brook
and the Harvey River needed draining
into that river; but the cost would be
considerable, and whether the outlay
would be repaid by' the result was a
question. Something should be done.
temporarily, bY obtaining the consent of
those interested, because if the work were
undertaken without this consent being
first obtained, there might be a sorry tale
to tell afterwards about actions corn-
inenced in the lawcourts for compensation.
The Government were in sympathy with
the lion, member (Mr. George), in his
desire to have that district drained and
settled; and the Government must, in
the next session, bring in a Bill giving
the necessary powers for undertaking the
work; and the persons who would be
benefited by it should be required to pay
some little contribution towards it.

MR. GEORGE (in reply) : The Pre-
mnier had not been present when a depu-
tation of the settlers waited on a Minister.
Those men had been induced to take up
this land by representations miade by the
Lands Department. In the siummer

time, as had been said, thme laud looked
beautiful; but in winter, those who were
partial to aquatic pastimes could have
as mnuch water as they required. There
need be no fear of legal actions against
the Government; for if the Government
would send an officer possessing ordinary
common sense, the people in the district
Would help in a reasonable way. Hehad
been astonished to hear the Premier, whlo
professed to be a champion of the far-
mers, speak of farmers in the Harvey
district ats if they, were likely to sute the
Government for damages in such a case.

Question put and passed.

MOTION- OPENING OF PER MUSEUM
ON SUNDAYS.

MR. LEARE (Albany' ), in -accordance
with notice, moved-

That, in the opinion of this House, it would
be in the best interests of the public to open
the Museum in Perth on Sundays. duringr such
hours as the commnittee of management maty
determine.
He said :This matter was suggested to
me the other day; and, as it struck me
as being practical and useful, I thought
II would test the feeling of the House.
I submit it with confidence, and hope
members will support it, so that the public
of Perth maty have the full benefit of
one of the few advantages they possess--
an interesting Museumt. If opened on
Sunday, wye hope it will be a resort of
persons who are unable to visit it on
week days, who will go there for the
purpose 'of instructing themselves, and
perhaps others at the same time. I am
certain that the lion. member for West
Perth (Air. Wood) would be found there
on a Sunday morning or afternoon wvith
his sons and daughters. I hope that no
member will take the trivial objection to
this motion that it is a desecration of the
Sabbath. I shall not anticipate such an
Argument; but if any membher intends to
introduce it, I shall be glad to deal with
that aspect of the question in my reply
The more we encourage the attendance of
the public at these places, the more likeli
hood is there of their developing into
good and useful institutions;j and the
wore people see of them, the more ready
will they be to contribute to the exhibits.
Many people on the goldfields pick up
interesting little specimens which, though
of no particular value to themselves, may
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be iuteresting in the Museum. I do not
anticipate any ol)ection fromn the Govern-
mmntto this suggestion. The only reason
they could have for objecting to it would be
on the score of expense, for there would
have to be a little extra labour employed.
But even in that regard I think the com-
pensating advantages would be very great.
I would not like to think that extra work
would be entailed on the staff of the
Museum by opening the institution on
Sundays; at any rate, each member of
the staff should have his weekly day of
rest, whether it be Sunday or some other
day. This motion has not been intro-
duced without the knowledge of the comn-
inittee of management. It is merely
suggested that the institution should be
opened on Sundays, and the motion does
not presume to dictate to the committee
during what hours the rooms shall remain
open. That is a question of detail, to be
settled by them. When I tell the House
that the committee approve of this
motion, I hope we will empower the comn-
iniittee to do that which they consider to
bie in the best interests of the public.

AIR. HUBBLE (the Gascoyne):; I
have much pleasure in seconding the
motion, feeling quite certain that large
numbers of working men are unable to
visit this institution during the week who
would be glad to do so on Sunday. In
passing this motion we shall bie following
the example of many of the other colonies,
where the Zoological and Botanical Gar-
dens aire visited by large crowds of people
every Sunday.

MR. SIMPSON (Geraldton) : I take
this opportunity of congratulating the
committee on their desire to use this in-
stitution for the benefit of the people. I
do not think members of this House take
much advantage of it; but I visit it oc-
casionally, and think it is a credit to such
a small community as this, and exercises a
ver-y valuable influence throughout the
country. I have no doubt the committee
will consider the convenience of the
pulblic in fixing the hours of opening, and
will at the same tinie deal fairly with the
staff. I do not think there will be any
opposition to the proposal. I commend
it to the House; and am glad to have an
opportunity of speaking favourably of the
institution.

MR. VOSPEE (North-East Goolgar-
die) : In rising to support the motion, I

may bie permitted to indorse the con-
gratulations of the member for Geraldton
(Mr. Simpson) on the condition of this
institution at the present time. I would
like, however, to mention that, whether
owing to lack of funds or to some other
cause, insufficient care is taken of the
mineral section, to which the contribu-
tions are almost entirely voluntary. Gen-
tleinen are appointed to collect specimens
in zoology and natural history on behalf
Of the Government, and I think someone
shouldalso be appointed to collect minerals.
At the present time I think there are not
more than one or two samnples of an5 of
the telluride ores, which are such an im-
portant feature in our gold- bearing strata.
Voluntary contributors to the mineral
and other sections of the Museum should
be allowed to send their parcels through
the post office free of charge. The great
difficulty lies in sending these things to
Perth. I have been a contributor to the
Museum, and would have contributed far
more largely than I have done, but for
the difficulties placed in the way of send-
ing the material to the curator.

Question put and passed.

MOTIOIN-ADDITIONAl WATER SUPPLY
FOR PERTH.

Mit. WOOD (West Perth), in accord-
ance with notice, moved:

That, in thc opinion of this House, the
Government should take immediate and urgent
steps to provide a temporary extra su~pply of
water for the city of Perth.
He said: One reason why I think the
Government should undertake this work
is that the Waterworks Board are directly
responsible to the Government and to this
House, otherwise we should not have had
their report before us. When I read that
report, dated 2nd November, it caused inc
a considerable amount of alarm, seeing
that it states that the water -supply of
Perth is likely to run out during the
coming summer. The experience of last
summer was a very dreadful experience
indeed to many people in the North and
West Wards of the city; and, seeing that
this board, or whoever was responsible,
had not sufficient foresight to guard
against a water famine last year, I think
it is time this House took the matter in
hand, and made some very forcible sug-
gestions indeed. I do not want to make
an indirect attack on the Metropolitan
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Waterwo-k-s Board, but to confine
myself to the subject of the motion. We
are asking the Government to give an
extra temporary water suplply to the city
of Perth. According to the report of the
Waterworks Board, we shiall be some
half-a-million gallons per day short of the
normal supply in the reservoir for this
summer.

THE PREMIER: You could get 50,000
gallons out of the bore.

Mn. WOOD: This report says the bore
water is not satisfactory; and I think
that is putting it in a very mild way.
Those who know anything about it would
go fur-ther, and Say that it is unfit for
human consumption. It is all] very well
when it first comes out of the ground;
but, if you allow it to stand for a day or
two, it is absolutely unfit to drink. I
take it that this matter is not mnerely
a local question, though it may seem
to be so at the first glance; but
the water Supply of Perth is a
national matter which affects the well-
being of thle whole colony, because every
juan in the country must be represented
in Perth at certain times duiring the year.
For that reason only, I trust the House
will favourably consider the motion.
The board proposes to erect a new reser-
voir during next year. But the sumnmer
wvill lie over before this work is started,
for it cannot be coinmienc-ed before the
next session of Parliament; and little less
than eighteen mouths must elapse before
it can be fairly under way. Then it
will cost about.£200,000. But what are
we going to do in the mean time to Supple-
iient the water supply ? The bore water
we must use, I suppose, for thle present;
but the Waterworks Board should at once
endeavour to strike the flow of water
which supplies Fremantle. This could
be tapped at Mount Eliza, and pumped
iuto the reservoir.

THE PREMIER: The level is lower
in the town than there.

MR. WOOD: Yes; but this is not
artesian water. It could be struck
between here and Claremont, in any case.
The same flow which supplies Frem-antle
is tapped at Osbornie. That supply is
practically inexhaustible. The question
raised about its running out has been
fairly met and disproved. From what I
can learn, a cylinder could be put down
at Mount Eliza, and the water pumped

into the reservoir. It is objected that
the water is very bard; buat if it is bard,
it is at least pure. My object is to get a
temporary supply to carry us over the
siummer, and the question of the r-eservoir
canl be considered at a later date. I have
no doubt the Director of Public Works
can tell uIS what is being dlone in this
matter, and perhaps I should have intro-
duced the subject by asking at question.
Still, the matter was of such great urgency
that I overlooked that. I maintain
that the people of Perth are entitled to a
full and plentiful supply of water. I do
not adm~it that the board or the Govern-
ment have auj right to shorten the supply.
We pay the full rate of Is. in the X onl
our municipal rates, and what we pay for
we are entitled to get.

A MEMBER: YOU Will not get it.
Ma. WOOD: That is not my fault.

We enter into a contract with the Water-
works Board when wve pay our rate, and
they enter into a contract to supply, us
with what we pay them for. If they like
to 2-educe the rate in proportion to the
amount of water supplied, that is another
thing altogether. When we pay the full
rate, we are entitled to a futll supply of
water.-

THE PREMIER: Could you get it from
the old companyP

MR. WOOD: That has nothing to do
with it. Had anyone taken action
against the old company, I do not think
there would have been much doubt about
the result. It is Simply a contract. If
we do not pay our rate, the water is cut
off. If any man in this House enters
into a contrac-t and does not carry it out,
hie has to pay the penalty; and I do not
see why this board should not be Under
the samei liability to carry out its c-on-
ti-acts as is a private indiidual. Many
people in this city have gone to great
expense in la *ying out gardens to make
the place fit to live in; and, if these are
to be ruined in one sunmner, the progress
of the city will be put back, I suppose,
twoe or three years. It is not a fair thing;
so I thinlk the board should make every
possible endeavour to give us that supply.
Where they are to get it from is not so
much for me to Say as for them. I
see the estimated revenue of the Water-
works Board is as follows :-At a rate of
is. in the .£, the revenue for 1896-7 is
£99,789; and for 1897-8, £11,746; but,
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from information which we all possess,
we know that the revenuie of the board,
in niew of the new city valuation, will be
£13,500, leaving some £18,000 more
available for 1897-8 than was estimated.
The ratable value of Perth has increased
considerably during last *year-au excep-
tional year as regards building opera-
tions ; so that the board will have a
revenue of nearly £214,000, as against an
estimiated revenute of £11,746.

MR. GEORGE: They will strike another
rate.

MR. WOOD: I know notlhing about
that. I do not want to go into the ques-
tion of thle Waterworks Board. I want
to get hon. members to urge the Govern-
ment to take immediate steps to see that
a plentiful water supply is provided for
the city of Perth.

MR. GEORGE (the Murray):- I have
much pleasure in supporting the mlotion,
and I think the mover has been very
moderate indeed in what he stated, and I
w ill try to follow in the same lines. I
believe that 300,000 gallons per day is
taken out of the new bore. I say most
emphatically that the water out of the
new lbore, and out of the bore at West
Perth, is not fit for h-uman consumption.
I do not care what analysts say about it.

MR. SimpsoN: Analysts stated that
the water in the reservoir was not fit for
human consumption.

MR. GEORGE: I have taken samples
from the West Perth bore, and I have
tested the water in a most simple way.
I got a clean vessel and placed the water
in 0it and stood it for five hours in the
sun, and the water has become putrid and
stinking-so putrid that horses would not
touch it. I am told that tea made from
the biore water is enough to make a man
throw up his immortal soul, if that is
possible. I do not think that the Chair-
man of the Waterworks Board -would
contend that the water was fit for human
consumption; yet water from this bore
is being pumped into the mains. leading
into the city, and is being mixed with
the water from the reservoir at thle rate
of 300,000 gallons per day. This is a
matter for inquiry-, and should be looked
into. As to the new reservoir which it
was stated in the press the board in-
tended building somewhere in the Can-
ning, I may say-I have had some
experience in reference to these water-

works-that the present catchmnent area,
if properly attended to, is quite suf-
ficient for the necessities of Perth and
Premantle, and all the suburbs between
those places. The present source is being
delivered from the No. 1 b)rake pressure
tank, and there is quite sufficient pressure
For all that is required in Perth. I know
it is the opinion of engineers who were
employed by the Waterworks Company
that a rletainling wvail might be built lower
down the gully, which would save mnil-
lions and millions of gallons of water
which now run to waste.

TnxE PREMIIER: I hear that no water
ran to waste this year.

MR. GEORGE:- I cannot contradict
every assertion mnade by the Premier; but
during iny experience as manager of the
'Waterworks, mi]lions and millions of
gallons of water have rin to waste that

ighlt have been saved. During the last
winter a large quantity of water could
have been saved by placing a retaining
wail lower down the valley; and, if a
retaining wall is placed across it, mnil-
lions and millions of gallons of water
can be impounded. There is another
valley onl the left of the present catch-
muent reservoir, where there is another
stream of water, which delivers large
quantities every year. It is favourably
situated, inl the opinion of engineers, for
filling the reservoir. If that Is not so,
how is it that the Waterworks Board
have put down at 2lin. main to bring
down five illon gallons of water, if the 'y
have not the five million gallons of water
to bring down ? And if it is intended to
build a new reservoir, why did they arry
this 2lin. main to the No. 1 brake pres-
sure tank? If a new 1'2in. pipe of sui-
cient strength had been laid down fronm
the No. 1 brake pressure tank and to the
Canning, whtere it is stated that it is in-
tended to build a new reservoir, the
pressure would have been sufficient to
deliver all the water that could be got out
of the reservoir in one day. If the board
have no intention of building another re-
taining wall, they are guilty Of wasteful
and thoughtless expenditure in putting
down pipes to carry such a large quan-
tity. I do not wish to carp) against
this action of the board. I wish to sup-
port the hon. member for West Perth
in saying that the people are entitled
to a, full domestic supply of water. There
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is not the slightest doubt that the people
are entitled to tlint. I think, at the
present mo~ment people are getting a f till
supply, and I do not think there is any
cause for anxiety daring the present
summer; but unless something is done
during the next few months with regard
to the future reservoir, there will be a
gfreat cause for anxiety in the summers
two or three years hence. I do not think
there is any cause for anxiety for this or
next suluner, but I am sure that as to the
sumnmer afterwards, unless the reservoir
space is augmented, there will be cause
for great anxiety. As far back as Febru-
ary, 1892, a report was handed to the
Waterworks Company by myself, bansed
on reports given to me by engineers and
on my own observations, and the prognos-
tications put forth in that report have
been borne out by what has happened.
The reason why the company did not
put downi larger mnains was shortness of
money. The Government having under-
taken the water supply of Perth, the
responsibility rests on themn to see that
the people have a, full supply of water.
The Government have no right to shirk
their responsibilities. I (10 not think the
Premier wants to shirk the responsibilities,
hut it is for hint as the head of the G-ov-
emiunent, to make the necessary inquiries
and see that the people of Perth are re-
lieved from any anxiety as to their supply
of water. In regard to what the hon.
umember for West Perth said about the
tundergrouid supply, I do not know suffi-
cienit about that matter to say miore than
this, that there is an underground sup-
ply, but Mount Eliza is not the place
whiere the sinking should begin. I have
heard some remarks about this matter,
and I am told the course of the under-
geround supply runs through Leederrifle;
and, if that is so, Leederville is the place
where a cylinder should be put down. It
would be easier to raise water at Leeder-
ville, if it were struck, and there would be
no necessity to sink some hundreds of
feet more through Mount Eliza when the
water could be obtained at a. less depth.
I do not intend to say more, except to
impress these two points on the Premier,
that the bore water is inimical to the
health of Prth, and that it should
not be allowed to be mixed with the
reservoir water. as it contains the germs
of disease. Also, before the board decide

on the reservoir at the Canning, it should
be satisfactorily determined. whether they
cannot get a supply of wate!r nearer at
hand. The people of Perth have to con-
sider that if they pay a shilling in the
pound, the less cost :in carrying out any
further schemne nightallow that shilling Lo
be reduced. If the water is broughlt fromn
a further distance than is necessary, there
will 4po no chance of reducing the shilling.

Tnaf PREMER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : It is apparent to me, even at
this stage, that Parliamuent, in coining to
the rescue of the citizens of Perth, have
put a, load on their backs that they will
not get rid of in a hurry, We all know
the history of this matter. The citizens
of Perth made a ba bargain and caime.
to the Governmient for assistanice, and
Government came to this House. The
Goveranent had to pay the company
twice as much as the works were worth.
It was a useless concern; the only good.
thing about it being the reservoir. The
pipes were small and bad, and the
whole thing was a wretched bargain.
But there was an agreement, and the
Government came to the rescue of the
people and paid twice as much as the
waterworks were worth, in the interests of
the citizens. Welhave appointed a board
under a statute, and that board has spent
£130,000, which we thought would be
sufficient for at long time to meet the
wants of the city. The Governmuent paid
£220,000 for the works, and they pro-
vided another £180,000 to improve these
works. The result is that the works
have been improved, and the £130,000
has been spent; and the board now want
£250,000 more in order to build a new
reservoir at the Canning and make the
water supply perfect. There is one ad-
vantage in the new site, and that is that
there is a magnificent supply of water
there, which will provide all the wants of
'Perth and Fremantle and the suburbs
between, and far more, which ecanot be
said of the supply mentioned by the hon.
member for the Murray. I amn quite in
accord with that lion. gentleman that we
should cut our coat according to our
cloth. It would be much better to make
another dam, some kind of temporary
provision, and to carry out the perma-
nent works later on.

Ap. GiEORGE : You could build a
retaining wall for £50,000.

Motion: Additional
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Tau@ PREMIER: I was informed by
the chairman of the Waterworks Board
that there was a difficulty in filling thle
reservoir this year, and that may happen
again. This is one of the worst years we
have had. This further expense the
G-overnmnent will have to consider. It
goes somewhat against the grain, because
I never expected the Government -would
have to find miore money for som-e time
to come yet. 1 do not think my friend,
the lion. member for West Perth, whomn
I respect, ought to have taken such a
high stand in this matter in sa 'ying that
the people were entitled to this full
supply of water, and that the board
should give it to the people and the
Government should look after it. The
lion. mnember for West Perth should
remiember that we camne into the breadh
to help the citizens; and when one
man does a good turn to another, he
does not want to be kicked along faster
than he desirs to go. There are other
towns in the colony far worse off than
Perth is for a water supply: there are all
the places on the goldfields. The people
of Perth can get water within a short dis -
tance, but there are large towns with large
populations, like Kalgoorlie, which have
no water supply, It is true we have
something in view to help them, but that
cannot be carried out for soime timae. The
citizens of Perth, I am sure, will. be,
reasonable in regard to this matter, and
not be too hard on those who are trying
to help them. For mny part, I think we
shiall have to deal with the matter in the
only pr-actical way, and bring in a Bill
authorising the board to borrow a, further
sum of money. I have heard some re-
mnarks aroundf the House as to this hoard.
I have been away so much this year that
I am not prepared to say anything about
the work done b y this board, knowing
nothing that is not to their credit. The
members seemi to have used their energy
in spending nioney; at any rate they
spent all they had, and I do not think
any board could have done more than
that in the time. The proposal of
the hon. members for West Perth and
the Murray seem to be good, and we
have an abundant supply of water
about Leederville. There is a drain in
'Monger's Lake in this direction. I can-
not say whether the supply from there is
excellent. The ),ore water does not seem

to make good tea, but it appears to me
to be good water. I have been down to
the bore several tines, and I always take
a good drink of it: I do not find any-
thing very injurious in it. People always
drink from springs when they see themi:
we know they are fresh, and there is no
hesitation in drinking the water. I am
inclined to believe there is nothing in-
jurious in the water fromi these bores,
although, if it is boiled, the water is not
of such a good colour as the water we axe
accustomed to see. I ami quite willing to
go with the board in increasing the tenm-
porary supply. There can be very little
trouble in putting down a cylinder and
erecting a pumnp over it. ruherefore there
can be no anxiety about the supply for
Perth, but this will be only a temporary
matter. Now that we have put our
shoulders to the wheel, we miust complete
tie work, and the only way to (10 that is
to find more money.

MR. ILLsuowouTa: That cannot be
done this year.

THE PREMIER: The water will not be
ready for this summer, but the chairman
of the board says there need be no
anxiety about this summner, but that this
temporary supply will be ready for next
summer. I ami glad to have heard this
matter discussed, and I will give it atten-
tion. I have no objection to the motion
that has been mnoved.

MR, QUINLAN (Toodyay): I regret
the necessity which has caused this
motion to be brought forward, but I can
indorse almost every word which has been
said in regard to the feeling at present
existing in Perth as to the anxiety about
a sufficient supply of water dutring tihe
present summer, as well as the danger in
case of fire. Last sumimer there was con-
siderable danger when fires took place,
and we know that above the ground level,
during a considerable termn of last
year, it was impossible to obtaina
water. I know that in two and three-
storey houses people were for two-thirds
of the day unable to get any water what-
ever; and the people who occupy these
two and three-storey houses pay the rate,
and are justly entitled to somne value for
the money. The references which have
been made by the hon. member for
the Murray, who is qualified to speak
on the subject, inasmuch as he was
connected with the waterworks from.
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their commencement, are worthy of some
attention. There is a. great danger
attending the site of the catchment. area.,
which is surrounded by timber mills, and
unless these mills are removed, sooner or
later it will be impossible to obtain at
supply of pure water. The Director of
Pubic W~ork-s tells me that somne diversion
has been mnade to -avoid the risk-; but I
know that the City Council obtained an
analysis of this water, and it was reported
as containi the gerns of typhoid.
This inay ln e quite as dangerous as it
appears on the surface, but there is
danger if the water coming in from that
sour-ce is used. Anything that can be
done to give Perth a f ullI and pure supply
of Water will be appreciated, not by
the citizens of Perth only, but by the
Colonists who have to frequent the city
from. time to time. The board in itself
has not given satisfaction. So far as the
gentlemen composing it are personally
concerned, I have the highest admiration
for them, especially for the chairman,
who is a vecry estimiable gentleman, and I
think that the Government did wisely in
their choice of a chairman. As the board
is at present constituted, the municipali-
ties, which have to colleet the money f rom
the ratepayers, are not directly repre-
sented on it. The mayor we know is a
memnber of the board, and lie has had to
admit that he is unable to obtain the
information sought by the ratepayers.
When some measure is introduced to ex-
tend the borrowing powers of this board,
I hope the Government will bear in mind
the municipalities, and the desire of the
citizens to be represented in a better
manner than they are at the present time.
The mayor was authorised by his couned
to obtain some information from the
board, and the only answer he could give
to the council was that he applied to the
Iboard for the information, hbut could not
obtain it. I desire to compliment the
hion. memrber for West Perth in drawing
attention to such an important matter.

MIR. OLDHAM (North Perth): I
desire to express my satisfaction at the
course taken by the lion, member for
West Perth in drawing die attention bf
this House to the very serious considera-
tious in regard to the water supply. The
gravity of the situation demands the
immediate attention of those who are
responsible. Although it has been stated

that there is no necessity for alarm in the
city during the ensuing sumner, I am of
a different opinion, and I think there is
a, great necessity for alarm in reference
to the scarcity of water that the citizens
will have to put uip with during the
summer. I would like to say one or two
words about the board. They are called
the Metropolitan Waterworks Board,
and they govern the water supply of
the city and suburbs. The board have
spent X130,000 in a nianner which
I do not think has been judicious;
at any rate they have spent a portion
of the mioney iii laying down large mains,
when they knew very well-or ought to
have known well enougrh-that, by the
adoption of Monday's brook, they would
have had sufficient water to carry th rouigh
their mains. There was never more

Iwater in the reservoir than could
have been brought down to Perth through
the 12-inch mains, and I do not think the

*board will have more water to carry down
this summer than the 12-inc.h pipes would

*have carried. I do not think they have
carried any more water down titan was
the case last stunnier.

MR. GEORGE: Yes; they have.
31R. OLDHA.M: Well, I am only in-

formed, aEnd I draw attention to this. I
do not think there was any necessity for
laving the 21-inch main throughout the
whole di stance. '[here is a gorge beyonid
the present reseroir, from which a, sutffi-
cient su pply of water for the city of Perth
and suburbs could be drawn, and this
work could be carried out at a much
smaller cost than it is intended to expend
in establishing a new reservoir on the
Canning River. The board are the most
"silver tailed " crowd ever brought into

existence.
THE PREMIER: What does that

*mean
MR. OLDHAM. They have built a

new office and got a staff of men, while
the member for the M~urray was able to

*do all the work-quite as much work as
is done to-day-in a tent and an office
6 feet by 4feet. I do not object to asub-
stantial office and proper officials being
employed; but, at a time like the present,
such is not necessary; in fact, I think
it is absolutely criminal to erect large
offices just now for the purpose of
finding accommodation for the officials.
With regard to the representation on the

Motion: Additional
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board, I should like to point out that this
board is rea-ponsible to no one. If the
board is f ulfilling the obligrations which are
supposed to rest upon it, and remembering
that it is a board for the metropolitan
district, surely not only the city
itself is entitled to greater representation
than the one mnember it has at present on
the board, but also if the suburbs of the
city are to be supplied with water, it -will
be necessary and right that they also
should have representation on the board,
as they will be interested in the
expenditure. It has to be admitted that,
as far as the City Council are concerned,
they have not been able to get the slightest
information from the hoard during the
period of the last mayoralty, and I do
not k-now whether they ill be able to get
any during the tenn of the present mayor;
but I hope they will. Speaking as a
mnember of the City Council, and repre-
senting a ward which suffered snore than
any other f mom a scanty supply of water
duri ng time last stmmer, it mnust be ad-
witted that when we asked questions as to
what the board were doing and what they
intended to do for increasing the supply
of water, we could not get any informa-
tion. Twelve inouths have gone, and
they have spent £130,000, and I believe
that before this summer is over the water
supply in the ward I represent (North
Ward) will be as bad as it is in any other
part of the city.

Question put and passed.

MOTION-INCURSION OF RABBI3TS.
MRs. CONOLTJY, in accordance with

notice, moved:-
That in the opinion of this House it is of

the utmnost importance to the country that
immtediate and rigorous steps be taken to stay
the inroad of rabbits along our Southern
coast.
He said: Anuy member of this House
who may have had doubts as to the
danger from the incursion of rabbits, on
the last occasion when this qjuestion camec
before this House, will long since have
been convinced of the great danger that
threatens the colony, more especially with
reference to our agricultural and patstoral
industries. Looking through the reports
of debates on this question in the last
session, I observe that the then Minister
of Crownm Lands stated that the rabbits
had already encroached 100 miles within

the colony's boundary. That area of
country where they had encroached is
probably the most barren. portion between
West Australia and South Australia, and
now% there is nothing between those
rabbits and the South-Western District.

TE PREMIER: Is it worse country
along there?

MR. CONNOLY: The other country
that the rabbits have passed over is dry,
barren, and sandy. That is the character
of the country about Eucla, and we know
there is difficulty in supplying borers there
wvith the necessary water. It is for this
House and the people of the country to
know and realise the great danger from this
continual encroachment of rabbits, hav ing
regard to the immense losses which have
been suffered in the other colonies of Aus -
tralia from the samne cause. 'We know it
has cost the farmners and pastoralists not
only hundreds of thousanlds, but nillions
of money in trying to suppress this ter-
rible scourge, for it is a scourge to tic
pastoral and agricultural mnduistries,
and wvill be so in this colony as
it has been in other colonies. The
worst feature of the question is, that
all the efforts made by Governments
and individuals in other colonies hiave
failed in suppressing this terrible scourge,
which is continuing and growing there;
and the only thing that has kept the
rabbits in chieck has been wire fencin,
together with the occasional droughts.
Of course the droughts will have their
effect on rabbits as well as on any other
living creatures; and in Queensland and
New South Wales, the occasional droughts
have materially assisted in thinning out
tie rabbits; but while conferring somne
benefit in that way, the droughts have
been a calamity to the pastoral and agri-
cultural industries, so that there was
nothing gained by that mneans. I do not
k-now whether hon. members have seen in
the eastern colouies any district that has
been infested with rabbits; but I have
-seen in New South Wales, Queensland,
and in Victoria great tracts of back
country and great paddocks so hurrowed
into by the rabbits that it has been dan-
gerous for a mnan to ride his horse over,
and especially dangerous to the rider, the
country being perforated with rabbit
burrows. Furtherniomi, rabbits together
with droughts have done more to cripple
and ruin those who embark in pastoral
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and agricultural industries in New South
Wales, than almost any other cause.
Indeed the rabbits come second only to
drough~lts in their devastating, effects;
and it is very doubtful whether they are
not worse than droughts to those who
have suffered fromt them. I would like
to draw attention to the fact that every
year we postpone action with reference to
extenuinating rabbits, meanls so much of
this country being cut off from the rest,
and practically banded over to rabbits.
At present they are encroaching at the
rate of at least 100 miles of country a
yearw, according to our present knowledge,
and I am not taking into conisiderationl
the fact that a few days ago in one of
the newspapers it was stated that traces
of rabbits had been seen within twenty
mt-iles of Northam. It is quite possible
this may be so, but T am going on what
-we have proved in evidence.

MR. VoSPEFR: Probably they were
tinned rabbits.

MR. CONOLLY: I do not know thatt;
but the indications as described in the
newspaper inust have been niade by soe
creatures miore lively than tinned rabbits.
By delaying thus, we are not s;aving the
country fromt any expense, because this
provision against the incursion of rabbits
miust be carried out; and not only will it
have to be carried out, probably at a
greater cost in the future, but by delay
we shaHl lose so much more country
occupied by these devastating creatures.
The country around Eucla. is not very
good, but that country improves as one
goes southward, and a little past Eyre's
sandpatch there are patches of exceedingly
good country.

Ms. A. FORREST: HOW many people
are living there?

MR. CONOLiLY : I do not know, but
there are squatters there. Steps Should
immediately be taken for preventing the
encroachment of rabbits, for that means a.
loss both in territory and money. I see
on the Estimates that £1,000 is put down
for this work in the present year. Not
only is this amount absolutely muade.
quato for the work required, but it is also
out of proportion to the great danger
incurred by allowing this encroachment of
rabbits to go on. I believe the danger
has been very mnuch uinder-estimated in
the past; because probably it has been
thoug-ht that the danger was so far away,

it was not necessary for people to trouble
their mninds about it; but the danger is
increasing so rapidly, and the rabbits atre
coming on so fast, that I think any
further delay would be very serious. I
hope the Government will not deal
with this motion as they dlid with
the resolution which was carried last
Year, to the effect that active steps
should be taken for the prevention
of the encroachment of irabbits; for, al-
though that was passed, we see that
no0thingt hafs been done to check the
encroachment, and we see also that for
this year a very small Stum is on theEsti-
mates for thiS purpose. I do hope, the
Government will tuke more active steps,
and will show more energy in averting
this danger.

THE OOMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell): The hon,
member has called attention, throughi
this motion, to the necessity of takinig
action for preventing the invasion of
rabbits. I want to assure the lion. mumn-
lber, and others, that the Government
have been fuly awvare of the danlger for
some tune lpast ; and although it may be
-L question whether rabbits are sluh t,
source of danger tW Vestern Australia as
they have been in the eastern colonies,
still we feel that no risk must be run
in dealing With this danger. Steps
have beenm taken to place in the
hands of the Stock Department time whole
work of dealing With rabbit invasion;
and hon. members will be glad to hear
that an active and intelligent officer has
been obtaining information on the spot,
to ascertaini the nature and extent of the
rabbit invasion. As soon as that infor-
muation is obtained, and we expect to
receive it within a few days, we shall take
active step to do whatever is necessary,
and to undertake fencing if that be found
desirable. It would, however, be unwise
to get excited over this miatter, and rush
into needless expense, until we have
authentic infornation to guide us in the
matter. I inay say we have kept Our-
selves in touch with prsons who are
resident onl the spot, and well acquainted
with that country; aud when we receive
the information which has been obtained
fromt persons wvell acquainted with the
local conditions, we shall be in a position
to act -vigorously. An officer has been
ordered to await the infornation which
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we expect to receive within a few days,
and then he is to act with all the vigour

ttma be necessary for coping with
thiffiuty. I can assure lion. members

that every possible step will be taken, not
only to ascertain fully the danger we
run, but we are also prepared to act
vigorously at thle right time when
-we have the necessary information. It
hias been a nioot point of late as to
what steps should be taken. Some time
ago certain lion, members ridiculed the
idea of the Government going to the
expense of fencing, and advocated the use
of poison and infection of what is called
chiecen chiolera. I may say that I have
taken a great deal of trouble to get the
latest information on this sublect, not
from one colony only, but from all ; and
I would point out that the late Queens-
land Convention, after hearing all the
evidence brought before it, came to the
conclusion that fencing is indispensable,
and that there was no evidence that
chicken cholera would act in the
way some persons alleged it would.
In some instances, indeed, it had
proved a soiirce of danger. we
have full information tip to date on
all the different methods proposed-
chicken cholera, the employment of
natives, poisoning, also the purchasing of
skins and not the scalps only, to, ensure
the destruction of rabbits. We wvere even
told that wild cats -I am not referring to
Coolgardie " wild cats "-were valuable
for this purpose. I want, to assure hion.
members that no efforts shall be wanting,
firstly to prove the existence of the danger,
and then to exterminate the pest as soon
as possible. I believe that in the Chief
Inspector of Stock we have a man -who
will do his very best in this direction.
He has already conferred honour upon
himself by exterminating the scab; and I
believe this new departure will give ample
scope for his energy.

AIn. HASSELJL (Plantagenet) : I ami
glad the Government have realised the
seriousness of the position.- I have dr-awn
the attention of Parliament to it on several
occasions, having once moved the adjourn-
ment of the House to do so. I still think
thle Government have sufficient proof of
the existence of rabbits in the colony to
warrant them in at once attenipting- to put
a stop, as best they can, to the incursion
of these animals. The House should vote

sufficient money at once. One thousand
pounds will do no good at all. The only
practicable step would be to erect fences
where required;- and £1,000 would go
but a little way in that direction. I amn
glad to hear what the Commissioner
of Crown Lands has said, and I hope
the end to be gained will ju~stifyv the
means.

NP. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mar-
chison) : I am pleased to hear the state-
ment of the Commissioner of Crown
Lsands. I only rise to say that the
weighty words which hie has uttered-
which, of course, will be recorded iii
Hansard-will be remembered against
the Government in times to come. Per-
sonally, I desire to throw upon the
Government the responsibility of acting
on the statements which have been made
in this House to-night. I am certain
that a ver 'y grave and serious difficulty
is before us, and that unless -we cope with
it at once, every year's delay will mean
an inevitable increase of the cost of so
doing, in perhaps a tenfold ratio. Had
the Government taken the advice tendered
in this House two years ago, they could
have dealt with this matter at one-tenth
of the cost which must now be incurred.
Every day's delay will add to the cost of
extirpating this pest. It is one of the
fiercest scourges that has ever visited the
Australian colonies. In Victoria, I have
seen cotuntry which had been bringing in
an immense revenue to the State, abso-
lutely devastated by these animals, and
abandoned at the rate of a hundred thou-
sand acres at a time, no one being willing
to take it for nothing with the proviso
that the rabbits should be exterminated.
Such tracts of land brought in no revenue,
and were a, constantly increasing scourge to
the people round about them. As has been
said by the Minister of Lands, there is
no evidence up to date of any effectual
means of stopping the incursion of
rabbits except by fencing. It was sug-
gested a few years ago in this House-I
think b-y the lion. member for Beverley
(Mr. Harper)-that fencing should be
begrun at a Particular point. If this had
been done at that time, these rabbits
might have been stopped. But now the
difficulty of finding out where the rabbits
are is veygreat indeed; and while you
are findingthem out, they will be getting
into many other districts. Those of us

[ASSEMBLY.] in Southent District.
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who knew the late Sir William Clarke
knew that hie was a man exceedingly
careful in the statements he made. He
bad at Rupertswood one of tme finest
squatting properties in Victoria; and, in
his place in the House in Melbourne, I
heard him state that, after the introduc-
tion of rabbits on his estate-a few
couples only-in three rears' tunie he
killed 180,000 of them. We have no idea
in this colon ,y of what the ravages of this
pest really are. As another instance of
them, I may mention Mr. Ohirnside, also
of Victoria, who introduced rabbits on his
Werri bee estate for the purposes of sport.
During the first year, he was inclined to
put in gaol any lmau who came along with
a gun ; but in the second Year, he invited
his friends, and asked thiem to bring, their
guns with them and to stay as long
as they could. The whole estate was de-
vastated; and lie had to spend about the
amiount of the prime cost of it in endeav-
ouring to exterminate these vermin. If
you once get rabbits into some of the
Southern parts of this colony, you will
never get them out at all. The mischief
they do is simply incalculable; and the
only way of eradicating them is that
which was adopted in the Colac district
in Victoria - by establishing rabbit
factories, and offering a certain price for
the animals. There is a good deal in
what the Minister says in reference to
buying the skins. The skin is an article
of commerce, and tinned rabbit is another.
I judge that this House takes it for
granted that the Government are
seriously in earnest at last. They are
two or three years late; but they are
now in earnest. This House will hold
them responsible for carrying out what I
take to be the promise of the Minis-
ter with regard to this question. In
reference to the cost, £1,000 is at pure
famce. If there is no more than that sumn
available, the Treasurer had better not pay
it atall. The thing must be done, whether
the money required be much or little.
Spend sufficient to drive back this pest.
If you are not prepared to do that, it is
no use spending, a shilfling. If it is going
to cost you £10,000 to do it now, I warn
the House that it will cost £100,000 to
do it in twelve months' time. If you
leave it for ten years, it will cost you a
million of money to do what you can
accomplish to-day for £210,000. Per-

sonally. I shall hold the promise of the
Minister of Lands as absolutely sacred.

ME. CONOLLY (in reply) : In view of
the statement of the Commissioner of
Crown Lands, and the aissurance gi ven
that adequate measures will be taken to
eradicate this evil, I have much pleasure
in writhdrawing the motion.

MR. ILjTANGWORTH: I must take
a very exceptionial course, and ask that
the motion be put. I desire to have it
entered on the proceedings of this House.

Motion put and passed.

At 6,30 pan. the SPEARER left the
Chair.

At 7,30 pin, the SPEAKER resuimed the
Chiair.

PRECEDENCE OF BUSINESS.

THE SPEAKER: According to Stand-
ing Order 214, "If all motions shall not
have been disposed of two hours after the
time fixed for the meeting of the House,
the debate thereon shall hie adjour-ned,
unless otherwise ordered, and the Orders
of the flay taken in rotation." Unless it
is otherwise ordered, we shall proceed
with the Orders of the Day.

MR. VOSPER: I beg to move that
the motions be proceeded with. The next
motion stands in my name, and it has
been postponed twice already, to meect.
the convenience of the Government.

TiHE PnRMIER: Not at all to meet
the convenience of the Government. I
have not spoken to you about it.

MR. VOSPER: If that is not the case,
I have been spoken to by other members.
At any rate, this motion has been held
over long enough, and I think the House
should consider it now.

THE PREMIER: How long will it take?
Mn. VOSPER: Not very long. I shall

hie very brief.
TRE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

R. W. Pennefather) : With reference to
the motion, I may, perhaps, anticipate it
by stating that, at the present time, I am
engaged in drafting a Bill to place before
Parlament on the lines of the Act which
is now in existence in Queensland, as to
recognising trades unions.

MRs. Vospnis: A very bad law.
THe ATTORNEY GENERAL: If

that is what the lion, member is aiming
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at, to give these trade unions a legal
status, I may say the Crown Law
Department is drafting a Bill to that
effect.

AIR. VOSPER: In view of the remarks
of the Attorney General, and seeing that
all opportunity wvill be given to discuss
this matter when the Bill comes before
the House, I beg leave to withdraw the
notice of my motion, and move that the
order be discharged.

Notice discharged from the paper.
Orders of the Day were then proceeded

with.

STOCK DISEASES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

SECOND READING.

HON. H. W. VENN (Wellington):
In moving the second reading of this
Small Bill, I may say that, when the
Stock Diseases Act of 1 895 was passed in
this House, it never occurred to bon.
members that tile interpretation which
has been given to the term "infected
stock" would be such that it would
include sheep suffering from tick. It
appears that the Stock Department have
framed regulations which bring in sheep
suffering from tick. It was never con-
temiplated that at regulation should be
framed which would include tick. in
sheep. Hon. members know from recent
events that a very great deal of alarmn has
been caused throughout the colony from
an actual disease called "1tick," which has
infected Queensland cattle, and, I.under-
stand, is likely to do some damage to
stock in the northern portion of this
colony. Hon. members must understand
that time tick disease which infects cattle
is a different disease from that which is
called tick in sheep. The two are as
different as daylighitfromn dark. It never
occurred to the frainers of the Act of 1895
that a regulation would he framed by the
Government to include tick in sheep; but
the department have now interpreted the
term " infected stock " to include tjck in
sheep, and have issued a regulation which
is harassing to the owvners of sheep; and
it has been thought necessary by those
interested in sheep that a proper definition
of the term " infected stock " should be
made. This Bill has been introduced
with that effect. There was no other
course open to those interested in sheep,

inasmuch as the department insist on
calling the tick in sheep a disease. I do
not want lion. members to take my
word for that entirely. If a case was
taken before a, court and argued before a
judge, I do not think the Stock Depart-
inent would have a leg to stand on if the
department called tickin sheep a disease.
It is no disease. One may just as well
call the insects which infect dogs, fleas
or the lice which can be found on fowls,
diseases. These insects which have
infected sheep from time immnemiorial-I
think we can go back to ancient history
in regard to this matter. -are lice. They
are called "1fly lice," the entomological
name being Mfelophagus ovinus. Right
through Great Britain, and in all cold
climates, and in the colder climates of
thme Australian colonies, sheep are subject
to this smnall parasite, which is the " fly
louse." The disease that infects cattle is
called Ixodes bovi4. The tick in cattle
does lead to a disease, whereas the tick in
sheep leads to no disease at all. I think
those interested ini this subject would
be glad to see the regulation enforced,
if it was going to he of any benefit at all.
Tick in sheep are incidental to animal
life. If you kill them to-day, in a month
or two tick are in the sheep again. I
have been breeding sheep all my life, and
I take it as common a thing to find tick in
sheep as it is to find hair on my own head.
When stock owners find that their sheep
get more ticks than usual in them, and
these ticks begin to worry them, they dip
the sheep; but this only occurs when the
sheep are poor. As soon as the sheep
begin to pick up, the ticks fall off. If
any permanent good was to he derived by
the enforcement of this regulation framed
by the Stock Department, I feel sure that
those who are with me would be very
loth to move in the matter. There can
be no possible permanent benefit from
the regulation which the Stock Depart-
ment has framed. The tick in sheep
troubles no one any more than a dog
having fleas may trouble your neigh -
hour. Sheep with tick thrive, and if
you clear them off the sheep to-day tme
sheep will have them again in a very
short time, and so it goes on to the end
of the chapter. There should be no
harassing regulations to compel owners
of small or large flocks to dip their
sheep at the time of the year when they
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Can least afford to do so. Compelling
sheep-owners to dlip their sheep is not a
great hardship, but the hardship is this,
that the sheep, after being (lipped, are
plated inl quarantine. If an inspector
comes along and finds one or two ticks on
sheep,lhe puts the sheep in quarantine, and
the owner is unable to sell to the
butcher until such time as the sheep have
been dipped and have been passed by the
inspector ats clean. Suich a, regulation
occasions very great loss to the squatter.
Without any such offensive regulation,
the squatters themselves, in climates where
sheep are infected with lice, clip their
sheep without being compelled to do so.
I do not say it is not a good thing to dip
sheep, but I say there is no sheep-breeder,
who knows anything about the breeding
of sheep, who will say that the ticks in
sheep do any particular harmn, except those
who have not any experience with tick in
sheep in the humid climates. I have
known sheep-breeders in dry ar-eas who
have never seen tick in sheep in their
lives. That class of breeder could have
no experience at all with regard to the
tick in sheep, and hie might say the best
thing, would be to get rid of the tick. It
ino use getting rid of the tick, inasmuch

as a month after the sheep h-ave been
dipped they have the tick again. I saw
a most extraordinary paragraph in a
paper at little while ago, and to every
sheep-breeder it must hlave proved anl
endless source of amusement, especially
to sheep-breeders in the other colonies. It
was stated that, at one of the shows, all
inspector found two ticks on one of the
pens of sheep, and he said that this was
the way in which this disease w'as carried
about from flock to flock. This is non-
sensical twaddle, to say that the disease is
thus carried about. A man may have
some handsome long-woolled sheep which
he is showing, which may hlave a " fly
louse " on them, but these sheep are not
going to spread a disease right through
a district which will injure the flocks. I
have little more to say, but I thought it
necessary, in moving the second reading
of this Bill, to explain to members the
exact features of the Bill.

AIR. MITCHELL (the Murchison) : I
second the motion, and in doing so I will
say I do not guarantee to vote for or
against the Bill, not having seen a copy
of it.

MR. HASSELL (Plantagenet) :1 in-
Itend to support, lh Bill, and I think this
amendment of the Act of 1895 is ver'
necessary. I have been a sheep-breeder
all my life, and hlave known ticks to be
in sheep all the time, but I hlave never
known ticks to do any harmn to sheep.
When sheep get poor, the ticks are on
them, but then the ticks are not very
detrimental. A regulation of the kind
which has been framed bly the Stuck
Department is harassing to settlers, who
have enough to contend with in r-eference
to bad seasons and poor runs; and I
think that instead of the Government
harassing settlers, they should try to
assist them.-

MR. LOCKE (Sussex): I am not a
shccp-breeder, but for many years I hlave
had some little experience with sheep, and
I have known this tick, to exist in sheep,
down in the part of the country which I
represent, for the past -20 years; I call say
that with safety. I have never known
any ill effects occur to the sheep from the
tick. The regulation of the Stock De-
partient is most harassing to the
settlers in my district. I think the tick
in sheep is more peculiar to the part of
the country which I reprecsent than to the
Northern districts. When the Act of
1895 was lpassed, it was never intended
that the term " infected stock " should
apply to tick in sheep. The shecep tick
and the cattle tick are two distinct things:
the cattle tick brings onl a disease, but the
sheep tick is a louse. I have knowvn
horses in low condition get ", lousy," but
-is soon as the season advances and the
grass growvs the horses pick up). So it is
with sheep; the Lice go away as soon as
the sheep get into condition. It is absurd
to quarantine a manls flock of sheep
because the sheep have ticks. It is not
right to harass sheep-owners hecause
the Inspector of Stock says tick in sheep
is a, disease. I have never known of any
hat-in ar-ising from the tick in sheep.
I will have an oppomtimity, later oil, of
speaking about this, and so I will
be satisfied now with supporting the
Bill.

Hon. H. W. VENN: I should like,
with permission, to read a letter I had
intended to read, and which was sent
fromt the Secretary of the Bureau of A gri-
culture to a pastoralist who is well

Iknown in the southern districts. It is
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headed "1Entomological," and reads as
follows :

in reply to your letter of the 29th instant,
wvitli reference to the entomological name for
ticks, Mr. Lea, the Entomologist of the
Bureau, reports as follows:-"The name of
the cattle tick is Ixodes bovis. The so-called
shecep tick is not a tick at all, but a fly louse.
Its name is Meloplsa gs ovinus."

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G-. Throssel) : I am sorry
I shall have to oppose the amending Bill
brought in by the member for Welling-
ton (Air. Venn). 'Whether this is tick
or louse, and whether it is a disease or
not, may be a, ]natter of opinion; but, as
,advised at present, I am satisfied the tick
in sheep may be truly considered a
disease. I have heard a great deal, at
times, about the sheep tick having been
in various parts of the colony during
many years, and I am told it has been
here for 36 years. I have an authority
here which the member for Welling-ton
will no doubt accept, and speaking on
this question the book (Dr. Cooper
Ourtice on the " Animal Parasites of
Sheep") says:

The disease produced by the external para-
sites are true contagious diseases, and should
be regarded as such fully as much as any of
the more actively virulent maladies.
I inust say this Bill is altogether a back-
ward movement in this colony, and es-
pecially when we compare it with what is
being done on this question in South Aus-
tralia, and New Zealand, ivhere there is
the same law in existence, and I believe it
is carried out. For some time we have
not carried out the law vigorously in this
colony; but now our inspectors are at
work, and notices have been sent to the
pastoralists and agriculturists in the
various districts, and I am able to say
that a good proportion of them have comn-
plied with the Act. I have letters before
mc from some prominent settlers, ex-
pressing satisfaction with the working of
the Act; and I may quote, as an exam ple,
Mr. G. H. Lukin, a prominent settler in
the Beverley district, who had the
misfortune to buy some sheep in the
South that were not clean, and when
exhibited on the shlow ground at Bever-
ley they were found to be infected
with tick. In consequence of that
he was prosecuted ad fined £6. I have
here a letter from Mr. Lukin, expressing
satisfaction with the verdict, and stating

he considers that if the fine will have the
effect of saving the Beverley district f rom
the tick invasion, the £6 will have been
well spent. I have here also letters from
settlers expressing their wrilingness to
comply with the Act ; and I ask, would
it be well to do now what this Bill pro-
poses, in view of the evidence we have
that the tick is a disease, and that tme
present Act is working satisfactorily to
mnyu of our settlers? I cannot help ex-
pressing my surprise that so progressive
a settler as the member for Wellington
(Mr. Venn) should come forward now
with such an amending Bill as this. The
other evening hie gave nre a great sur-
prise when he defended the wild radish
in the fanner's wheat crop as being a very
valuable fodder plant; and now he comes

Iforward in defence of the tick in sheep.
Those who understand the question, and
must perforce have regard for the
authority of persons who are fairly
well acquainted with the tick question
all round, will at least allow that if the
sheep or any other animal be affected
even with what the hon. member des-
cribes as a louse, it cannot be good for
thme animal. With the fact before us
that a considerable number of settlers

iin the Southern districts have complied
with the dipping required by the
Act, it would be manifestly unfair to
them and others like them to allow some
other settlers, who have not complied with

I the Act, to be relieved from doing so by
passing this Bill which the hon. member
is advocating. The Government have no

wihto be harsh; far from it; and I may
sa htlast June notices were sent out

to settlers throughout the colony; and

when it was after-wards represented to the
Government that, owing to the bad season,
the sheep were poor and it would conse-
quently be harsh to enforce the dipping,
we recognised that there was no danger to
be feared from this tick, except poverty of
the sheep and loss to the individual, and of
course the consequent loss to the State.
Thereupon we decided that we would
put off the dipping required in the
notice until the first day of December.
Therefore notices were sent out to every
sheepowner, under my own direction, and
were delivered at their doors, calling
attention to time Act and to the date
allowed for compliance writh it. Now
December has come, and we find a
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number have complied with t he Act,
while sonme say thev have not received
the notice, owVing_ to their isolated
])ositionl. As to them, we say we do not
wish thle Act to be enforced tyrainically;
and if any settler canl show hie has not
received a notice, we will extend the
time in his case until February or M,%arch,
if necessary: but there must then he
c-omtpliancee with the Act. We are going
forward in every other direction in this
colony, and for heaven's sake do not let
Lis go hack in this matter. If a member
of this House can stand upl and defend
the wild radish as being necessary to the
farmier, it is no wonder the same memberl)~
can stand upl again to-night and defend
this louse in sheep, by say ing it is not a
disease. We have pretty good a.utlhoritv,
for saying that

A ros ... kit .. other c.ite woufld smllts swe~et.

And I think that a tick, in sheep b)'y any
other niame wouldI he just as b)ad. We
have anl excellent Stock Department. and
I can assure the Houswe tise officers are uip
to diate, and ;L. better class of officers wvill
not. be found in thle Australian colonies.

MAR. HUBBLE (the Gascoviie) : I
mu gst opipose ihis Bill ; and F think the
very niai' oIf tick wre have had diiinmed
init. ou neCars during the last few smontlhs
has I ccii enough, Whether ill regRa to
sheepi It- cattle. We ought to keep our
sheep and cattle clean ; and I shall
oppose this Bill most strongly a s tending
in the other direction. I. am told the
cattle disease is here in the city, and( why
not get rid of that?

MuR. DOHTERTY: There is another form
of 'tick" in the town, worse than
that.

MR. HUBBLE: I am in a position
to state, and will give names if necessary,
that tick has been brought here fronm
Kimberley in a match-box. It was a
female tick, and it laid its eggs in this
town. I am also informed that this tick
has been burned; but if tick has been
broughlt here. I say it is a disgrace for
ainy man to bring such a disease into this
part of the colony. Mly informant is the
Chief tuspedtor of Stock, and the party'
who informed hime is Mr. Hart, a drover
from Kimberley. I say if this disease
has been brought here in the way I have
stated, the person who brought the tick
deserves to be sent to Kiondyke or to the
North Pole. If disease in cattle is as bad

*as is reported, I have no doubt the tick
disease is eqlually as bad when it infects
sheep. Therefore. I shiall strongly oppose
this Bill.

AIu. MlOEGANS (Coolgardie) : My
only knowledge of sheep is in the form of
mutton on the table, and I am best able
to judge of it when it is of good quality.

*With regard to the Bill before the House,
I real]yv think it is worth the attention of
hon. members, looking at it from a busi-
ness point of view, to consider the tenl-
dency there is on the part of the Govern-
mnent att timres, and I regret to see it, to
hedge in the industries of the colony with
at great manyi conditions and regulations
that must have a bad effect upon them.

*I sympatbise to somse extent with the
ineuber for Wellington (Mr. Venn),
because we find in die case of mining
that the regulations connected with that
industry are hedged round with what we
believe td' be unnecessary conditions; and
if. as the lion. nsembeor says with regard
to tick, it. is simply ordinary tick, I may
Say With every confidence that there is not

Ia flock of sheep in England to-day that
ca;n be found without tick upon then. If
that is t;o. I do not see ainy reason whby
the Governimenit shouldl introduce regula-
tions for the purpose of hampering this
industry. If tho sheep breeder suffers
inconveniecile from the fpresence of tick.
lie is the chief sufferer, and lie will
natin-ally look for some reniedy to exter-
nuinate tick. Iamiin symipathy with the hon.
member who introduced this Bill, and I
hope the House will assist him iln what
he is aiming at, and let us see if we can
put a little brake on the Government in
introducing too many regulations on the
industries of the colony. Referring to
my fonner- experience in Central America,
where a person can hardly walk out
without getting covered with ticks, I may
say' I have not felt any inconvenience
from those ticks except at the time ; and
although one may get covered with
thousands of them in Central America,
itis quite easy to get rid of them.
I think they are very much the same
kind of tick that inifest, the sheep on the
coast in this colony ; and I hope the
House 'will assist the hon. member in his
desire to rid this indisstryof these regula-
tions. If he presses the matter to a
division, I think he will find a majority
on his side.
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THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): There is no doubt that in
dealing with this question there must be
a wvant of knowledge felt generally, and
this puts one in a. difficulty. We may be
doing righlt or Nvrong in regard to this
matter; and if these ticks are injuriou~s,
and if they do, its the member for Plan-
tagenet (Mr. Hassell) saty s, make the
sheep poor, T think every reasonable effort
should be made to get rid of the tick.
But this is a matter for expert evidence.
At present I am hound to support my
hion. colleague, not because I know much
about the subject, but I think the depart-
mit should be supported in the action
that hats been taken. If the member
for Wellington, instead of bringing in
this Bill, had moved for a select coin-
iniittee on the subject, lie would have done
wyell ; for we are all in the dark with re-
gard to the question whether this tick is
injurious or not. If the question now
before the House goes to a division, I shall
Support my) ho0n. colleague ; but I think
there is room for doubt upon it, and it is
very hard for hon. members to have to
vote oil a gubject on which they have
not sufficient knowledge. I cannt advise
lion. members either way, very strongly,
because I donot knew; hut Ishall have
to vote against the Bill. I should, at the
same time, like to have some expert
opinion on the subject.

fox. H. W. VENN (inl reply) : I do
not know which way to act. As to ob-
taining evidence, I am an expert in the
matter, with the experience of a lifetime,
anrd there are ether members of this
House who have the experience of at life-
time. The evidence I ask you to accept
is the historical knowledge which these
and other pci-sons have all around you.
These lice have been in the sheep since
the foundation of the colony ; and while
efforts hlave been Made by shecep-owners
to exterminate the lice, they are not ex-
termiinated. Sheep-onlers inl England
have suffered in the same way, and that
is the best evidence you call have. If you
doubt my word ais an expert, look at the
authoritative works p)uIblishied onl the
question. The Conmnissioner of Crown
Lands has read toyon outof somiehook, sa,'v-
irn that this tick, or ats I call it "louse," is
a disease, ;and that it is desirable to get
rid of it. I adinit that it is desirable to
get rid of this louse, but %,i cannmot do

it. There can be no extermination of
Lice iil sheep, because they are natural
to the existence of the animal. You
can reduce their operations, the same as
you can reduce the operation of fleas or
other pests in various animials. If I
were to ask for at select commnittee, . do
not know that I should be any further
ah]ead, because the expert evidence I can
bring is only such as that of the member
for Plantagenet, the lion. the Speaker of
this Assembly (Sir Jas. G,. Lee Steere),
,and others who have had knowledge of
sheep in the Itumnid or cold portioiis of the
world. These ticks are everywhere. The
Cominissioner of Cr-own Lanuds has told
us that the regulaitions made under
this Act are similar to those made in
other colonies, and that in New Zea-
land and South Australia they are
coidered very necessary. I am ac-
quainted with South Aulstralia, and I say
the regulations are not in force there, so
far as I know. It frequently occurs that,
a month or two after the dipping, the
sheep axe free from tick, anld it is said
that by using Cooper's dip it improves
the wool and kills tile tick. It is true
thlat, by continual dipping, you ma\' re-
duce the tick in sheep so ats not to have so
many ; but to say that you can exter-
minate tick by dipping is ridiculous. If
it is possible to exterminate tick, how is it
that the tick has not been exterminated
in Great Britain, or inl Germany, or in
France ? You will find it there. The
Minister has said T am not sufficiently' pro-
gressive; but I thought I wats progressive.
I amt very miuch opposed to harassin~g
regulations that have no particular sense
in them. When the Minister says that
some flock owners have complied w ith thle
regulations, I hlave no doubt they have,
because they are frightened of the in-
spector, and they won't dip without sonic
compulsion; but I can assure the Minister
that, if hie goes to those sheep next year
at shearing time, the tick will be there
again. How canl it be otherwise ? A
month after shearing you will probably
not find a single tick onl the sheep, but
five or six months after shearing they
will be there agaiii. It may be desirable
to do something in the interests of the
flock-miasters all through the southern
portionis of the colony; but not in the
northern districts, because the ticks do
not live onl Sheep) ill that hot climate.
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There should be a distinct understanding
that the stock inspectors should not
harass people, awl enforce regulations
which can do no real good. The best
evidence in favour of the course I am
taking is that there have been ticks in the
Rlocks of this colony ever since it was a
colony, and there have been ticks in the
flocks of Great Britatin ever since it was
Great Britain, and in those of Germany
over since it was Germany.

Mnz. HAMPER (Beverley):; I know
very little about the louse in sheep, but
fromn what I have heard, I think it is
desirable that this House should knew
really more Lbout this matter before we
vote on, this Bill. The membe-r for Wel-
lington (Mr. Ven) has said the reason
why the regulations should not exist is
that the louse exists in Sheep in England
and on the continent of Europe. It is
also -a fact that the great enemy of'sheep,
scab, does exist in these countries; there-
fore, it is no sound reason to say that,
because seal) is there, it need be here.
He further tells us the tick does not
exist in tile North. 1 have been informed
that this insect is very troublesome in the
flock on Dirk Hai-tog, Island; and was
very troublesome until they introduced a
regular Course of dipping, and received
great benefit thereby. I was told there
was a considerable loss of sheep through
tick at Esperanee Day a year ago. We
Should know whether these are facts, and
know what we are doing, before voting
on this Bill I shall move, after the
second reading, that the Bill be referred
to a select committee.

Question-that the Bill be read a
second time-put and passed.

Bill read at second timie.

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE.

MitR. HfARPE R (Beverley) moved that
the Bill be referred to a select cornmiittee.

HON. H. W. VENN (Wellington)
said lie had no objection to the mnotion;
only as the session was so near the end,
and it was desired by the Government to
close, if possible, by Christmlas, hie cald
not see that a commiittee could take evi-
deuce and report in the short time avail-
able this session.

THE PREMI1ER: There would have been
a division on the second reading, if it had
not been understood that the Bill w~as
going to be referred to at select ;ommuittee.'

*Hox. HE. WV. YENN said lie desired
that every member should have sufficient
information on the subject; but the
object would probably be f rustrated if the
Bill were referred to a select committee
ait this late stage of the session.

THx Pxrnljm: The evidence of
veterinary surgeons could be obtained.

HoN. R. W.T VENN said hie would
prefer to let the Bill pass this session,
and hie would himself be willing, to move,
next session, for the appointinent of a
, elect commnittee to inquire into the sub-
ject. He had no desire to get the 'Bill
thriotigh, and let it reniain without further
action.

Question put and passed. and the Bill
referred to a. select conunittee.

A ballot having been taken, the fol-
] owing inembers, in addition to the mover
(Mr. Harper), were appointed :-Messrs.
'Veun, Lefroy, Locke, and Rubble; the
cominittee to have power to call for
persons and papers ; and to report on the
15th December,

NOXIO1US WEEDS BILL.
SECOND READING.

Ma. HARPER (Beverley) in moving
the second reading, said: lHon, muembers
will observe that considerable alteration
has been mnade in the Bill since it was
previously introduced and withdrawn.
I have gone through it, and] hare tried to

mak itasptircly permissive aspossible.
I have even gone so far as to strike out
the fatvourite weed of the member for
Welling"ton, thle Spanish radish; so that,
it the people in his district (Wellington)
require to grow it, they can do so. I do
not propose to say much in regard to this
measure. It is intended to be a purely
pernissive Bill; and 1 wish to place
before the House the reasons why tlmis
Bill is brought forward. The hon.
membler (Mr. Vt enn), who opposed this
'Bill so strongly on the last occasion it
was before the House, gave hion. members
to understnd that it was not in any way
desired by the country peopOl The hon.
miember objected to the principle of this
legislation. I may point out that in
April, 1803, a conference of elected mem-
bers on a gricultural matters was held,
when this resolution was carried:

That the Goveranent should be urged to
extend the Noxious Weeds Act so as to include
Ill, stinkwort, Canadian thistle, Bathurst bur,

Stock Diseases.Bill.
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an~d other noxious ireeds from time to tiope
and that, in view of the rapidl spread of noxious,
wooeds in certain districts of the colony, ho re-'jposted to see that the A ct is stringently ten-
forced.

In the following year (1894) the delegates
from the Welflington Vrine and Fruit-
growers' A ssociation tabled this, notice :

Thalit the Goviruilent he requepsted, at thle
eairliest possible date, to repeal the present
"Spanish Radish and Scottish Thistle Proven-
tin Act, 1874," and substituite in lieu thereof
all Act on the sanie principle as the -Destruc-
tive Inisects an11 Subistances Act. ISSO.' and
that the Goverlnent he further -rquestedl to
provide flunds to carr-y mut the provisirons of
the Act.

That was carried also, and at the third
annual conference in April, 189.5. the fol-
lowing resolution was moved]:-

That, in the opinion of the Conference, it is
desirable that the Spani Radish slnd Scottish
Thistle Act should he amended and the scope
enlarged.

At the fourth aunual conference of 189)6
this resolution was passed:

That, in the opinion of this Conferonce, it. is
dusirahie that a Noxious Weeds Bill he intro-
duced into Parlianment this session.
The motion was not discussed, as the in-.
troduction of a Bill was promised liy the
Attorney Genieral. The question camne
up at the last conference, and a very
similar resolution was lpasse(l. There
were, I think, three separate resolutions
tabled by delegates from different parts
of the country on this subject. This
mneasure has beecn asked for durinig the last
four years by men elected to represent
the agricultural districts at the agricul-
tural conference. I think, every oppor-
tunity has been given during those four
years .for any opposition to the principle
being shown , but instead of opposing
such a measure, the desire for it appears
to grow stronger. On these grounds this
Bill has made its appearaince in the
House. As to the Bill itself, I need only
say it is, as at, present drafted, totally
inoperative unless the people in any
locality wish to b)ring it into force. All
those who wish to bring the Bill into
force can state what class of weeds it is
intended to have treated under the Act.
There cannot be anyv reasonable
opposition to a Bill of this kind.
If we take into consideration the desire of
the 4gricultural community to be able to
protect themselves against fresh weeds

being jntrodcuiced into localities, and give
them the machinery to annihilate them.
we shall pass this measure. If agricul-
turists wish to protect themselves against
their eneinies, they will be able to do so,
I heg to mlove the second reading.

H oN. H1. WN. VENN (Wellington): The
hl. member almost madle at slip, when be
said I opposed the previouis Noxious
Weeds Bill h ut, in the next sentence,
hie said I opposed the principle of the
measure. I am pleased to think that the
opposition T showed to the measure pre-
vioiislv introduced has ha~d the effect of
bringi ng in the present Bill. This is a
child of a totally different colour, and I
feel sure I was not far out wvhen I said I
did not think the hion. member himself
was aware of the whole of the provisions
of the previous Bill, or that his mind bad
gone into, it. But I can see the hon.
member's hand inl the framing of this
Bill. The lion, member is b~ringing in
a Bill which I do not feel disposed
in any way to oppose. It is permissive,
and if a"Bill like this one had been
brought forward inl the I-louse in the first
instance, the hon. member would have
had me speaking then as I speak now.

Iwish to draw attention to the fact that
the present Bill, excepting one or two
clauses, is not the same Bill at aill as the
one pr-eviouisly introduced. It has dis-
tict provisions for local option. for the
formation of a board or committee in
ever 'Y district. In the other Bill power
was given to the Governor to appoint
inspectors. Our idea of Government
inspectors is that these officers discover
some mneans of trying to keep) their billets
alive.

Mu. SiMrpsoN : That is an' utterly
unj -ustifiable statement.

HoN. R. W. VENN: I know the hon.
mnember's views on the subject: they are
similiar to mine. The Bill before the
House deals with the question of local
option. I wishto refer to aremnark made
by the Commissioner of Orowni Lands.
and by the hon. membher for Beverley,
who said something about my favourite
weed. When the previous Bill was
introduced, I spoke strongly against
the principle of the measure and of
noxious weeds in general, and of the
harassing class of legislation he wished to
bring forward. I have no more love for
the Spanish radish than the lion, member
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himself, or the Commissioner of Crown
Lauds has. As a matter of fact, I exter-
minate it by taking it out at considerable
cost, and if I had any particular love for
it I should leave it there. Outside of its
presence in the growing cro)p, this Spanish
radish is a fodder plant. I do not know
that it is at particularly valuable fodder
plant, but I know that ats a fodder plant
it can bie used, and that it does noe harmi
to the grazier as long as it does not get
amongst his cultivationl. With these
remarks Iwish to withdrsaw any opposition
I had to the Bill. I do not think the
measure will have any great beneficial
tendency. Personally, I1 would have pre-
ferred, when the Agricultural Bureau met
next time, and delegates were called
fromt the different districts of the
colony, that this measure should have
been placed before themi and dis-
cussed; and after the discussion the
hion. member Could then have been
able to formulate something, and would
have been bjacked tip by the bucolic vote
altogether. Had the Bill which the lion.
member first prepared passed this House,
he would have had the whole of the farm-
ing community against it. I have munch
pleasure in saying I withdraw mty opposi-
tion to this Noxious Weeds Bill.

TaE ATTORNEY GENERA-L (lion.
It. W. Pennefather) :This subject of
noxious weeds has engaged the attention
very considerably of some of my constit-
utents, and somne of the constituents of liy
lion. friend, the meinber for the lI-win (Mr.
Phillips). There seems to be at consensus
of opinion amongst the farmers in these
two districts that to make the measure
comnpulsory wvould meet wvith their iii-
doubted hostility, and I am glad to see
that the hon. u,,elr for Beverley has so
worded his Bill as to make it permissive,
and in that way it is particularly inoffen-
sive. As ntay be pointed out, what may
lIe a noxious weed in one part of the
country is a perfect godsend in another;
and that being so, in the measure before
the House it is proposed to class as a
noxious weed what is known as the. wild
oat. The wild cat, in the hot summer
season. when there is no moisture about
and very little feed, is the nainstayi of
the cattle in inv district.

A MEMBER: DO the people SOWv them'
THE ATTORlNEY GENERAL: Un-

fortunately, too often. I hope I shall

have the assistance of the hion. member
some day in giving sonme artificial watur
to those people in ins district who are
trying to eke out an existence.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

EARLY CLOSING BILL.

IN COMMITTEE:

Clauses 1 and 2--agreed to.
Clause 3--Act not to apply to Certain

shops
MR. JAMES moved, as an amendment

in the first line, that the words "and
eight" be struck out, and the wvords"- to
tenu, both inclusive,' be inserted in lieu
thereof.

Put and passed.
MR. JAMES moved, as a fur-ther-

amendment, that the following words be
added after the word " Act," in line 2:
"1nor to premises respecting which a publi-
Call's general or hotel license, %ithin time
meaning of the Wines, Beer, aind Spirits
Sale Act, 1879, or ainy Act amending the
saute, has been granted and is in force."

THE PREMIER: Could not the mnunici-
palities do it, instead of throwing this on
the Government?

MuI. JAMES: There was no provision
in the Bill for providingr money, and
there was no needl to have ant inspector at
all, unless it af terwards became necessaryv
to appoint one for che'cking abuses.

THE PREMIER: Wiho was to pa"v the
inspector?

MA. JAMES: Those who asked for
the appointment. The Early Closing
Association, for instance. should pay the
inspector. The clause was pemssv iii
this respect. and not compulsor-v.

TnE PREMIER: There was no need
for an inspector at present.

Hox. H. W. VENN: If there was no
need for an inspector, what necessitY was
there for the Bill "

AIR. JAMES: Any person aggrieved
could take action. or any association of
shop assistants,

MR. MORAkN: The associations Of
shop assistants would be Careful to see
this Bill administered, and no shopkeeper
"odld run the risk of being had tip before
a miagistratte for ani offence tinder this
Bill. The mnachineryv of the Bill would
be set in operation ).Y the Shop assist-
ants.
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THE PREMIER: That should be pro-
vided for in the Bill, so as to put the
obligation on them and not on tire Gov-
ermnent.

MR. MORANq: If they did not look
after their interests when they had the
miachinery of this Bill, let them suffer.

Amendment put and passed, and thle
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 4-A pporntmeat and removal of
Inspectors:

MIR. ILTINGWORTH: With all de-
ference to the member who introduced
this Bill, he must call attention to words
which said "thle Minister may appoint
inspectors." If appointed, they must be
paid. This clause should be abandoned,
because the combinations which would
undertake the carrying out of this Bill
should be prepared to provide their own
inspectors, and, therefore, to pay them.
He questioned whether the Bill could be
passed wvithi this clause in it.

bill. JAMES: It was not intended to
throw any obligation onl the Government
to pay inspectors. The words were per-
nissive, and tile Minister would not ap-
point an inspector unless he saw that
some provision was made for the inspec-
tor's salary. The Early Closing Associa-
tion should be prepared to pay an in-
spector, when that officer became neces-
sary.

THE PREMIER: The Early Closing
Association would die when this Bill came
into force.

MR. JAMES: No; it would not.
THEr ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

R. WV. Pennefather) :The member who
introduced the Bill would perceive that
this provision, wvhich gave ])ermissive
power to a Minister to appoint inspectors
for carrying out the provisions of the Bill,
must involve necessarily the payment of
the person so employed. Assumiing this
Bill to be passed, and granting we were all
anxious to assist the people for whose
benefit it was intended, yet it was not de-
sirale to make provisions that would be
a dead letter. There must be a fund out
of which the Minister could pay thme in-
specter, if an inspector were appointed,
because in clause 1.5 there were great
and necessary powvers given to the in-
spectors; and , as all members knew,
the crying evil in most of the shops
in cities was time wretchedlyv bad at-
coinmodatiou given to assistants onl

the premises. If this part of tile Bill were
allowved to remaiin a dead letter, then
practically three-fourths of the benefit of
the Bill would have vanished. Either a
flund must be designated, out of which
the inspectors should be paid, or the pro-
vision for appoimnting inspectors by a1
Minister must be withdrawn.

HoN. WV. H. VEIN: That seenmed a
natural consequence, according to his
reading of the clause.

ME. SOLOMON: Could not tme in-
spectors be appointed by a conmittce of
employers and employees, and the
appointment he approved by thle Minis-
ter'?

AIR. MORAN said he dlid not know
whether the Government intended to
oppose tme measure. (THE PREMIER:
No.) The point raised by the member
for Central IMurchison (Mr. Illingworth)
was not friendly to the Bill, ad he
hoped the clause would be allowved to
pass. A similar Bill had been intro-
duced into the Queensland Parliament
by a private member, wvith this provision
in it, and the Bill had passed in that
form. The quibble now raised wvas too
small.

MR. OLDHAM said hie was in favour
of the clause as printed. The great
powers given to an inspector made it de-
sirable that the imnspector should be
appointed by an impartial authority. If
appointed by an association of shop assist-
ants, it could not be said the choice was
impartial. Thme inspector should be
appointed by the Gover-nment, and not
by an, interested body. Surely it was not
too munch to ask the Government to
appoint inspectors, and also to pay themn.

THE~ PREMIER: A raid on the Trea-
sury!

Clause put and passed.
Clause .5-Act to be in operation only

in proclaimed districts.
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): The
clause provided that the Goverunment
might declare certain places to be- dis-
tricts for the purposes of this Bill, but iii
what way was the application to be made?

MR. JAMES: The Bill did not pro-
vide for the system of local option; and
the Minister , before declaring a district,
would take c:are to ascertain thaft thme
feeling of the district was in favour of the
proclamiation being made.
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THE PRFzaslnn: Proclanations were
always made byv the Governor-in-Council.

MR. JAMES moved, as an amuendmnent,
that the word "1Minister " be struck out,
and the word " Governor" be inserted in
bl thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amenlded agreed to.

Clause 6-Act to be in operation in
metropolitan dist-ict on 1st February,
[898 :

MR. MORA% m4noved, as an amiend-
itent in thle second line, that after the

word " district" there be inserted the
words '' and aiso in the municipalities of
Coolgau-die and -Kalgoorlie."

THE PREMIER : And the Boulder
city ?

Ali. MORAN said he bad not any
information from the Boulder yet.

Ainendnrient put and passed), and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 7-All shops to be closed at 6
p.m. ;substituted half-holiday allowed:

MR. SOLOMON moved, as an, amnend-
iment inl the last line, that thle word
"nine" be struck out, and "tenl"
inserted in hien thereof.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 8 and 9-agreed to.
Clause 10-Penalty for keeping shops

open after the prescr-ibed homur:
MR. ILT4INGWORTH moved, as ain

anmendnnt in the sixth line, that the
word " three " he struck out. It would
,also be necessary to alter " Christmas
day" to " Christmas week," for completing
the acendinen t.

Putt and passed.
MR. JAMES moved, as a6 further

amnidmient in the same ine, that the
word " week " be inserted before the first
word " day."

Putt and passed
Ali. QUINLAN moved, ais a further

amnendmuent, to add in the second pana-
graph after " Ch-istilas flay" the words,
"and Neow Year's flay."

.Mu. JAMES said lie did not want to
increase the hours miore than possible,
and lieasked ti eflirector of PublicWorks,
as one having, had experience in bu.siness,
whether he thought the amendment a fair
one.

THE DIRECTOR OP
WORKS (Hon. H. F. Piesse)
days before Chr-istmnas Day

PUBLIC
-The three

were quite

sufficient. As to the closing time, it was
well to keep the hour nine o'clock, ais
assistants were gene rally kept half an
hour after the shop was closed.

MR. QUYINLAN said hie had spent
nearly all his life in the shopping busi-
ness, and lie thought the day before New
Year's flay should be added.

MR. IcLINGWORTH: The conten-
tion of the member for Toodyay was cj Hite
right. The days preceding Christmas
Day and New Year's Day were regarded as
being like Saturdays. It was not neces-
sary to keep the shops open late for three
days prior to Christmas Dav.

Putt and passed.
MR. QUINLAN moved as a further

aineunduet to insert after "Chr-istrms
Day," andl "1New Year's Day."

Put ad passed.
MR. SOLOMON moved] that in thne

last Line the word " nine" be struck out.
and " tell" be inserted in lieu thereof.

ME. JAMfES: Tenl o'clock "-as too late
for closing, as it was half-past teni before
the shop assistants got away.

HON. H. W. VENN: In the interests
of buyers, shops should remain open a
little later on those days.

Amendment put and passed, ad the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 11 and 12-agreed to.
Clause 13-Penalties for employees

working on Sundays:
Ain. ILLINGWORTH: If the clause

wiats passed ais it stood, it would prJeveut a
hotel bar being cleaned out on a Sunday,
which was the only dlay when there was
an opportunity of cleaning the bar out
thoroughly.

MR. MORAN: The clause wasunneces-
sary, as Sunday tmiding was prohibited
under another Act. He would not take
awayv the right to serve lodgers and
travellers on a Sunday. He moved, as
an amendment, that the clause be struck
out.

Mu. EWIlNG: The hon. member, in
his opinion, was right. Although liquor
could be sold on a Sunday to boarders
and tonJ i de travellers, it could not be
sold over t lie bar-, or in aiiy bar.

MR. JAMES: This section was in-
serted for the purp.ose of lpreventing the
barmaid or barmnan being employed on
Sunday.

Motion (to strike out the clause) put
and passed.
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Clauses 14 to 26, iuclusive-agreed. to.
New Clause:
AIR. OL.DHAM moved that the follow-

ing new clause be added to the Bill, to
stand as Clause 26-

Every shop or premises WhUre is carried on
the business or trade of a barber or hai rdresser
shall be closed every evening of the week at
7 o'clock pm., except Saturday evening, when
the samne shall be closed at 10 o'clock. If any
person be employed or allowed to remain im
any such shop or premises later than half an
hour after the hour fixed for clesing by this
section, the person or company carrying on
such trade or business, or having the care or
management or control of the same, shall be
guilty of an offence agai6nst the provisions of
this Act.

M11. MORAN: This clause would give
tobacconists an opportunity to keep
their shops open until 7 o'clock.

Put and passed, and the clause added'
to the Bill.

Schedule:
bfu,. ILLINGWOR'I mnoved, as an

ainendment, that the words " neweageuts'
and booksellers' " be struck out, acid
the words " fru-iterers and confectioners"
inserted inl lieu thereof.

MR. MORAN: All sorts of things
could be sold under the hleading of "1con-
fectionery." This was; a rathier dangerous
proposal.

Put and passedl
MR. JAMES moved, as at further

amendment, " That the last three lines of
the schedule be struck out."

Put and passed, and the schedule as
amended agreed to.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with anldinents.

BILLS OF SALE W3ILh.
SECOND READING:

TUiE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Puninefather) : Having mloved
the adjourmuient of the debate onl this
Bill, my object wats to bring under
the notice of the lbon, mnembers who
introduced it a series of new clauses,
which I think he will agree to; and if he
does, I am sure the commnmity generally
will thank himi for having brought this
BRi before the House. One of tie dangers;
to which a tra&ding community is liable is
the surreptitious registration of bills to
sale; and, iif the statute provides that it
shall be oligatory on any person about
to give a bill of sale to give 14 days'

notic;e of his intention so to do, that will
be a distinct notification to parties in-
terested that the debtor is about to confer
upon some other person sonme benefit or
advatage-a proceeding which they may
choose to object to. Te poiin r
taken from ail Act which hias worked
very satisfactorily iniVict oria; anidthe pro-
cedure is simuplc'. Wrien a creditor finds
that his debtor is about to register a bill
of sale, lie lodges a caveat. The person
who wishes to give the bill of sale can get
that caveat removed by anl application to
'a judge in chamubers, if the caveator has
no legal claim against him. If, on the
contrary, the caveator canl show that the
debt is due, the person about to give the
bill of sale is blocked from giving it.
Any credtor mnay lodge a caveat. The
memiber for East Perth ( Mr. James) has
intimnatedl his concurrence wsitl this
aliendinet, wiich will be brought forward
in coummittee, and I thank hima for bring-
ing this Bill before the House, as it will
undouibtedly have the effect desired.

MRli. LEAKE (Albany): I shiall sup-
port the second reading, and do so the
mnore readily after the rmiarkis of the
Attorney General, suggesting an amnend-
ment in the direction indicated. Any-
thing which will. prevent bills of sale
from being secretly given will, I amn sure,.
be to the advantage of the trading public,.
I have always held somewhat strong
opinions on these bills of sale. I have
thought for a long time that perhaps one
of the best remedies would be to prohibit
bills of sale except onl specific chattels for
ac~tual bond fid personal advances. How-
ever uch I should like to see bills of
sale regulated i that mnanmier, I think the
suggestion of the Attorney General wvill
go a long way to place further ob stacles
in tme way of bills of sale being given in
secret, and to encourage legitimate trad-
ing. If a person hlas to give notice of
his; intention to give a bill of sale-that
is, to prefer one creditor to another- he
will be very careful not to do so unless it
is a matter of necessity, and the circumn-
stances of his business justify his action.
I think the suggestion of the Attorney
General is an excellent one, and I shall
support the second reading, and support
hiul in introducing his proposed aniend-
nient.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second tinme.

[ASSEMBLY] Second readbly.
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DIVORCE AMENDMENT AND EXTEN-
SION BILL.

SECOND READiNG-.

'MR. EWING (the Swan) :In movring
the second reading of this Bill, it ap-
pears to inc that there arc two reasons
why I niav perhaps be able to fall in
wit anly -suggestion for allowing it to
stand over until the next session of
IParliam ent.

MR, ILLIN wOwrTIl : Un1til the nkeXt
century.

Mu, EWING : Not till the next cen-
turv, becanst- I believe that thme pub~lic
demand the Bill, and that, in the interests
of the Community, the Bill will operate
beneficially. I believe the 'Bill is Imeucs- i
satn', and I also know that it will infake v
Very gr-eat chiange in the existinjg law of
this colouY; and I also believe that no
change of this kind is desirable,
unvess it is done after mature and
proper ;ontsideration. TM main reason
for moving the second reading to-
night is in order to Jet the general
public know that it is MY intention to
bringr this matter beore Parliament as
soon as the Governmnent Are prepared to
proceed with it, and ats soon as hion.'mnembers have had time to give it the
consideration it requires. I thinik there
are many reasons why' this Bill should he
introduced. and the first reason is the
inequality that exists in the law of
divorce as between a mian and a woman.
We all know that a maun can get a divorce
on certainL grounds; but those grounds
are not sufficient- un less coupled withi
cruelty and desertion-to citable at woman
to geta divorce. Aninequalityof this kind
appears to inc to be unjust ; and . as this
Bill will remove that inequality, it should
commend itself to the consideration of
the House. I do not think, with the lion.
mnember for Central Mfurchison (Mr.
Illingworth), that it is desirable that it
should stop there. I think that, in the
interests of the community, and of the
next generation, childlren should not
lwc brought tip tinder conditions which
are bound to be prejudicial to their future
life. The Bill is drawn on the lines of
the New South Wales Act and the New
South Wales lDivorce Amendment Act.
it provides, in the first lplace, that either

pry sI have already indicatemy
onl the groiuid of adiiltery. obtaLin a dis-
solutiont of marriage. The second ground

is that if, without htwfull excuse, the hus-
bauid leaves his wife without means of
support, divorce van he obtaLined. If a
nian or a womnan has so little regard for
the marriage tie, and for the obligations
that are cast upon him or hier, as to
neglect his or hier children and to leave
them xithout support, contrary to the
provisions of the miarriage ,ontract, the
sooner there is I dssolutionl of mnarriage,
the 1better will it he for the interests of
the comniunitv. The Court has full power
under this Bill to provide mleanis of SUiP-
port for a4 woulan1 olbtaining divorce, so as
to ensure that she(- and hier children will
not be cast upon the world. Habitual
drunkenness,' coupled with cruelty, is
thle nexst reason for divorce. C;an any
member urge that it is desirable that
at woman, against her will, or a mnan,
aga inst his will, should be compelled
to bring tip children tinder the inifin-
ence of a habitually drunken patrent, who
is inl the habit of treating the other
party to the contract with cruelty F We
have to consider, not only the par-ties to the
i narriaae, but the effect upon the children
themselves. That effect appears to inc to
be, this,' that if von bring children uip
under such conditions, they think, in
nine cases out of ten, that what they see
their parents doi is right; and, in all
probabihitv, they will do much the sanme
thing when they) grow ti p. It appears to
me taost undesirable to force people to
live together, and to bring tip their
children. in an atmosphere which mnust be
detrimental to the interests of those
children when they attain full age. The
next gVotutd of divorce will be that, i~t
the time of the presentation of the
petition, the respondent has been
imprisoned for a, period of not less than
th ree years, and i s still iii pri son, u nder a
cotnI.uted sentence for a capital crime, or
tinder sentence. to penal servitude or
imiprisonmaent for seven years or upwards,
or. being a husband, has within five years
undergone frequent convictions for crnme
and been sentenced in the aggregate to
imiirsonent for three years or Up wards,
and left his wife habitually without the
uieans of support. Oases mst have :onic
before laMin embers where aL wonman has
1een thrown on the world with a large
failyil and Without Mieans Of Support,
tinder circtumstances such as are here des-
cribed. If the law were altered so as to
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permit of that won-an marrying againl,
and thuis providing for her family, the
effect to the community could only be
beneficial,1 as also to the wVomanl and the
children themselves. It is far better to
have a happy -And decent hiomec th-an to
have a womian throwunupon the world with-
out the means of earning a livelihood or
of bringing up her children satisfactorjjly.
The next grund is thatt one of the pxarMes
has been convicted of having attempted
to intirder the petitioner, and of having
assaulted him or her with intent to do
grrievouis bodily h-armn. If a mnanl en -
deavours to " slaughterationise " his wife,
or if hie does any of those things which
would comne under the heading of inflict-
ing grievous bodily harna, it is desirable
that a dissolution of the marriage should
take place. Otherwise it is probable that
a dissolution of the marriage will take
pisee of a4 still more unpleasan1t character-.
To insist that such couples should con-
tinue to be joined togetiier in holy
matrimony would simply be to insist onl
their living together in order that one of
the parties might be murdered. People
who live under conditions l ike these should
be separated. There is one ground for a
dissolution of miarriage in this Bill which
is not in the New South W-Ales Act,
na1mely, that one of the parties to a
marriage has been thr-ee years insane, and
is, in the opinion of the Court, incurable.
That clause should commend itself to all.
It is undesirable that a man or a woman
should be bound to a person not of sound
mind. These arc the mnain grounds for a
divorce contained in the Bill. There are
certain. other provisions in thle mneasure
which enable the Court to deal with the
property of the husband and to make
settlem-ents; on thle wife. If tile husband
has transferred his property to somebody
else, the Court is empowered to set
aside that transfer, and before anyone
else can take the property it shall
lie charged with the maintenance of
thle wife. There is another important
provision by whicht, iii an action for dis-
solution of marriage onl the grond of
adultery, a meian. cannot clauni damages
fromi the co-respondent if the act of
adultery has been coniutitted three years
before the bringing of the suit. These
are the main provisionis of the Bill, and I
earnestly commnend themn to the con-
sideration of hjon. miembers. Wer mnust

admnit that there are certain members of
the comimunity who, on religious grounds,
take objection to this measure. These
persons believe, to use the generally
accepted phrase, that imarriag'es are made
in heaven, that mnarriage is something
more than the most serious of legal
contracts. TIhe opinions of these persons
are en titled to thme deepest respect, in that
they are the outcome of religious con-

THE PREMIER: Mforal conIvictionl.
MR. EWING: These persons hold

thabt thle miarriage contract is mlade solely
by tie Church and is under the controt
of the Church and, according to the decree
of the Church, ito man may put asunder
those wholhave been thus. joined. Holding
this belief, they consider the Legislature
is taking too miuch upon itself to separate
them. These are religious grounds, and
if a person conies to the conclusion that
it is undesirable, on religious grounds, to
extend facilities for divorce, we mnust give
his opinions the fulflest consideration and
treat them with the deepest possible re-
spect. The aim of religion is the further-
ance of social welfabre. It has for its
primry and leading object the satisfac-
tory mianagemlent of the coununlity, and
it also endeavours; to enable people to live
together ha-ppily, reasonably, and well,
and to bring about a good ordler and
condition of things.

MR. ILLINGWORTR: There are more
worlds than one.

MR. EWING: I do not dispute die
proposition. I do not say that there are
no mnore worlds thani one, or that there is
no fuiture world, but I dTo say that while
we arc- living in this world we miust mnake
the conditions as satisfactory as we can,
and we must use religion, not as a mAeans
of keeping people together who ought to
be separated, and of bringing up unhappy
faiies;, but as a means of promoting thle
highest interests of the commun1LIity and11
of bringing up children well, Thmese ends
will. be best obtained by dissolving any
mnarriage that will operate to destroy the
lives of the parties to it, or that will lead
to the rearing of children under conditions
prejudicial to their future lives. I do
nlot propose to Speak at any length on
this question, because I do not Suppose
the Bill1 will be gone on with this session;
but in the interests of religion itself--
and I suppose that most of the opposi-
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tion will conic from the upholders of the
religious aspect of the qUestion-int thle
interest of those good things which re-
hgvion. endeavours to bring about and in the
interests of social w-elfare, this Bill shioud
be passed. I have uch10 Pleasure in
moving the second reading, and f trust
that it wvill hxe agreed to.

WTlE PREMIER: T I iovC that the
debate he adjourned to this dlay three
weeks.

MR EWING: I have no desire to pro-
ceed with the Bill, and ami quite willing
to fall in with any course that mnay be
suggested.

Motion-that tile debate be adjourned
for three weeks-put and passed.

DENTISTS ACT AMNENDMENT BILL.
DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

MR. EWVING: I do not wvish to pro-
ceed with the second reading of this Bill,
and I move that the Order of the Day be
discharged.

rut and passed; and order dischiarged.

LOCAL COURTS EVIDENCE BILL.

SECOND READING.

MnR. T.EAJ(E (Albanyl ) :. The principle
involved ini this Bill was under the con-
sideration of lion. mnemb-lers a session or two
ago. It is to enable suitors in thle local
courts to take thle evidence of witnesses
who are living at somne distance. The
samlie rule applies in thle Supreme Court,
and it is thought that in tile interests
of the community the samne privilege
should be extendedl to the local. courts.
When the population centred rounud Perthi
and Fremantle, the necessity for this pro-
cedure did not arise, hut now that people
live in places far distant from those
centres, very great inconvenience and
great expense are occasikined for want o
somie such provision ais is contained in
this Bill. It provides that both parties
to a suit shall have. proper notice of
what is going to happen, so that thiey-
mnay cross-examuine the witnesses if they
so desire. There is nothingr new in the
principle. I ami not going to press this
Bill, if there is likely to be any serious

oppostion to it. t as been hianded to
me b1y a gentleman who occupies a seat
in a higher place than this, and I desire
to further his views as much as I canl. I

move that the Bill be now read a second
tune.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather) :I have read this
Bill, and I mulist say it contains manky

*provisions that require close debate. I
aM11 personally opposed to miany of themr.
One of the clauses,. which is rather sweep-
ing in its operation, gives the right to

* any litigant to establish, so to speak, a
second trial in the shiape of collecting
evidence, if his wites happens to be 20
Miles front thle local court. That
seeis ahnost preposterous. For instance,
a mnan living '20 mniles up thie line can
hiave his evidence tatken beore a inagis-
tratO aWayI from the court where the trial
will be held, which wvillI entail the necessity

Ifor the other side to be present, and to go
through thewhole procedure of the case
twice over. One portion of the evidence
will be taken 20 miles away, and the other
portion before the Local Coturt. W-hile
it is intended to remedy somle cases of

Igreat hardship, the Bill inflicts greater
hardships. The hon. teiber for Albany

-iib ge to postpone the second read-
migh tle nensuare to somne future date.

If y lion. friend does not object, I will
mnove that the debate he adjiourned for
three weeks.

MaR. LEAKE (in reply) : I wishi lion.
memibers to [mderstiand that this is not
my Bill, that I1 did not draft it, and I have
!simpfly taken charge of it. Although I

i ai not convinced by the arguments of
the Attorney General, and although I
feel I have argluments in fa&vour of thje
mneasure, I have not the time to convice
hon. miembers opposite, particularly when
I know thle numiber I shiall. have to attack,
while the niunber of menibers on miy side

jof the House is somewhat smlall this
evening. I do not intend to divide the
House on this quesition, but to submit to
what scents inevitable, and accept, with as
guodl a, grace as possible, the mnotion.

Mn. JAMES (East Perth) :Before
this Bill is finally dealt with, bcauLse I
suppose we shall have to say good-by to
it after this, I should like to say t hat
legislation in the d1irection of this Bill
was passed a few years ago. An altera-
tion in the law was effected byv which a
person carrying on business at Perth
could be suted by a person carrying on
business at iloebourne or- Carnan'on, hun-
dreds of mniles away. The only wayv to
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get the evidence bef ore the court was by
personal attendance. That is an eil
which should be remedied.

Question-that the debate be adjourned
for three weeks-put and passed.

LEGAL PRACTIOINERS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL

SECOND READTNG.

Mat HIGHAM1 (Freimantle): 'The
Bill which I desire the House to read a
second time is a short one, and I trust it
will not meet with the fate of the measure
which has just preceded it. It is a Bill
to deal with a grievance relating to a
certain profession, and I hope it wNill
receive proper consideration at the hands
of bon, members, who will inake uip their
minds to treat the Bill in a favourable
spirit and pass it through all it stages.
This Bill has been brought in with a, view
of admitting gentlemen as practitioners
of the Supreme Court who are now de-
bar-red because they have not fulfilled all
the conditions of the old Act. The
particular condition referred to is, not
having served under articles of clerkship.
There is practic-ally only one clause in the
Bill (amendmtent of paragraph 2 of Sub-
section (d) of Section 14 of 57 Vict.,
No. XIT.). I am aware that I shall meet
with some opposition from somie bon.
menmbers, possibly from at jealous desire
to guard their own profession.. and pos-
sibly with an eye to shut out comnpetition.
(Mn. JAMES: Rubbish!] It is possibly
rubbish, from the hon. mnember's point of
view, hut not from a layman's point of
view. Anyvone who reads throughl the
special conditions uinder which we desire
to admit legal practitioners will see that
the public are safeguarded and the pro-
fession is grivein a sufficient guarantee
that the gentlemen who will be admnitted
tunder the Bill will have had sufficient
experience, and have proved their qualifi-
cations for admission as pra~titionems of
the Supreme Court. A practitioner who
has served ten years as a, solicitor or
barrister, and after that has resided two
years in this colony, and during these
two years has served in the office of a
solicitor of this colony, I think will have
sufficient, proved that lie has all the [ual i-
fications -that are requisite for admission.
In the other case the qualifications, I
think, ar-e Just as' s9atisfactorV, and I hope

that at least the lay members of the
Rouse will recognise the justice of the
claims of these barristers. I am not
bringing in this amending Bill, as I have
been told, ais a one-man Bill.

A MEMBER: Whom else does it apply
to?

MR. HIGHAMf: There are a good
many solicitors in the colony who are
debarred uinder the rules regulating the
adimknission of practitioners, because, in
New Zealand, five years uinder articles is
not required, although many practitioners
of Nexv Zealand go through the five-years
articles, I amn not speaking of one par-
ticunar man, but of a good many. I have
had ommunlicatious, not only from Fre-
mantle and Perth, bait as far distant
as Cue, fromt qualified solicitors who are
debarred fro nt entering the profession
because this legal bugh~ear stands in the
way. I hope hon. members will recog-
nise the justice of these incuS8 claims.
Even if we pass this Bill, the gentlemen
who wish to be admuitted will have to
pass the Barristers' Board, and will have
to p)rove thr-ir personal fitness for the posi-
tion. I think it would be a crying shame
and a wrong to the. general public, if we
were to make the admission to practise
in the Supreme Court too exclusive. I
do not see why we should not have comi-
petit ion in the Supreme Court just as we
have in other businesses,.1I think if lion.
mnembers take the trouble to read througrh
the provisions of the Bill, they' wiUl
find nothing pernicious in it. The Bill
will nut lead to the admission of solicitors
who are,- not properly qualified, but it
will remove a great. grievance, which
several properly qualified practitioners,
who are now resident in the colony, have.
I move that the Bill be Row read a second
tune.

Mxt. ILLINGWORTH (Centiral lufr-
ehisoii) . Without commnitting muyself to
the absolute wording of this Bill, I desire
to express my conviction that something
of this kind is required. I. know of some
cases myself, and seeing that the legal
standing of gentlemen who have conic fromt
New Zealand is completely barred by the
conditions of our presenit Act, it does
scein to me that solicitors who are able to
practise in the courts of New Zealand and
hold high positions there, ought not to he
barred here because we have somte special
legislation. Clause 2 of the Bill is rather

second reading,
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long, and is somewhat confusing, and it
may' be open to amiendment. I certainly
support the second reading of the Bill.
Possibly in' legal friends may bie able to
reduce the clause in length and give us
somiething more clear: it is not very clear
to me. I hope the principle of admitting
men of undoubted qualifications. wvho
have passed under aL different kind of
Act, anid whose qualifications ame all light.
is all we require. I think we ought uiot
to debar solicitors from a colonyv [ike New
Zealand from practising inl the couts of
this colony. I will support thle principle
of the Bill, although I will not cornmmiit
myself to the exact wording.

MR. fLAKE (Albany) : I do not rise
to oppose the Bill, but iather to ask for a
little information. I would Like the hon.
member for Fremiantle (Air. Higharn) to
explain to the House the position of the
law onl the subject in New Zealand. 'rho
rule wrhich obtains here with regard to the
admission of legal practitioners is this.
Where one colony admits our prac-
titioners, we admit them. It is reci-
procity, in fact, that we go inl for. If the
lion, member in chargeof the Bill will fell
its that West Australian pratctitionlers are
admitted inl New Zealand, I canl see no
objection to the measure. So far as Ilam
personally concerned, I do not care how
many lawyers come here to Jinctise- -f-lie
more the mnerrier "and I am sure the
Attorney General will agree with ine
that, so far as he and I are concerned,
new-corners generally make business for
us, and we work harmoniously together.
I should like some infornation as to the
law of New Zealand onl the question. A
Victorian practitioner cannot be admitted
in this colony' because, in Victoria, West
Australian qualifications are not recog-
nised, and I do not think that is unreason-
able. I only ask -for information, and
will support the second reading of the Bill.

MR. SOLOMON (South Fremantle) :
I rise to support the motion for the
second reading of the Bill. I do not
know much more about the matter than
that the state of things the measure seeks
to remedy appears to be an injustice to
practitioners in other colonies, especially'
at a time when a great many peop~le are
anxious for federation and the assimila-
tion of Australian laws. In a great many
instances, it seemis a hardship that practi -
tioners who have had perhaps Years of

experience in anlother coon cannot get
admitted to thie legal profession in this
colony.- No doubt lion. members who
belong to the legal profession see where
the weaknesses of the Bill are, and will be
able to deal with them should thle Bill go
into committee.

MR. JAMIES (East Perth) :I in-
tend to oppose tile Bill, which is intro-
duced to deal with merely personal
grievances. Somie gentlemen who have
come to Western Australia regard their
grievances a-s of such importance as to
justify it special Act of Parliament for
their relief. I hope, however, thle House

-will not legislate siihiplv in order to meet
the case of these per-sons who came to the

-colony with their eyes open and prepared
to run the risks which a knowledge of
the circumstances entail. Lawyers are
not so "exlusive"-to use thle word of
the lion. mnember who introduced the
Bill-as to be afraid of the competition
of the gentleman who drafted this wordy
clause of which the Hill is comp~osed. and
whmichi is a. moi i uent of his skill and
ability. The powers of the Barristers'

*Board, though strong, are not, exercised
min anv narrow ivar. Dozens of practitioners
are adiitted. anid certainly no one can say
that the country is shorit of lawy' ers. The
trouble is that in New Zealand, thle quali-
fications of a legal practitioner are insufli-

*cient, and are not recognised in anyv other
part, of Australia. If our law is wrong,
let uts rectify it; but while the law of
Western Australia remains different f ront

-that of New Zealand, why should we here,
by an indirect method, allow the law of
that colonyv to be forced upon us ?

MR. MORGANS: Should not New Zea-
land practitioners be qualified as fellow-
colonists for admission here?

MR. JAMES: It would be just as ap-
propriate to ask whether French lawyers
or Geriman lawyers should not be ad-
nitted. Thousands of Germans speak
English. What has the fact of a man
being a, colonist got to do with his
qualifications as a lawyer?

MR. MoRGANs : It has something to do
with his admission.

1a . JAMS: What has it to do with
his iadmdi Sl
hMR. MORGA.Ns: He is a colonist and

*not an alien.
-Ma. JAMES: That has nothing to do

with legal qualifications. In New Zea-
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land there is a special law on this subject,
and New Zealand lawyvers are admitted to
practise in no other Australian colony,
Why, then, should New Zealand lawyers
be admitted to practise inl Western Aus-
tralia ? This Bill is not introduced on
any broad principle, but simply to meet
a few% cases -amlongst these, no doulbt, the
case of the gentlemian who drafted the
mei~asure. I should not object at all to
sonme anielinent. of Sub-section (a) of
Section 14 of the Act, for the purpose of
meeting bond ,fide cases -,but while the
qualifications in this colony remain as at
present, the 'y miust be possessed by appli-
cants for admission. Suppose somne
colony passed a lawv providing that every

mnwho paid a shilling should he a
" qualified lawyer," would it be fair to
admnit such " lawyers " to practise in
Western Australia, while our practitioners
have to serve at long apprenticeship ?
I bare passed an examination in general
knowledge of the law, and. have served
ten years inl the profession, and yet I
could not be admitted in New Zealand
without paying certain fees and passing
an examination. New Zealand does not
extend to Western Australia. the faciities
which we are now asked to extend to that
colony.

Mw. MonoAiqs: That is not feder-
ation.

MR. JAMES: It is the very soul of
federation. It miust not be forgotten,
however, that New Zealand is outside
federation. It is at significant fact that
in the examination in connection with
local law, the overwhelmning majority of
candidates for some years past have
filed to go through. It is not right,
unider the circumstances, to ask Western
Australia to take the first step, more
especially as the Bill is not introduced
for the purpose of recognising a, broad
principle, but simiply to imicet the cases of
three or four individuals.

THEv ATTORINEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. ]?eimefather) : There is one claimn
which may lie very strongly urged against
this Bill. It is radically wrong in prini-
ciple to use Parliament as. a means to
admitting one or two individual pi-acti-
hioneys, who do, not at present comle within
the scope of the law. On this, ground the
Bill is objectionable. The examinations
for admniss9ion to the legal profession in
Western Australia are not very severe,

but only reasonable. The qualifications
practically conic under two headings.
The candidate nmst have passed a reason-
able exaintation iii law, and must have
come from a country which reciprocates
with Western Australia in the muatter of
leg-al admiissions. We have yet to learn
that New Zealand reciprocates with
Western Australia. in this respect.

A AfmuMEiR: You know it does. There
is Mr. Moss.

Tus ATI'ORNEY GENERAL: I (10
not know it. Mr. Moss was admitted;
but I want to know if the practice works
the other way round. The standard in
New Zealand has been so lowered that
her practitioniers are admitted in nonle of
the other colonies. The result is that
New Zealand is overrun with what I may
call unfledged practitioners. When in
Wellington two years ago I noticed a
solicitor who practised his profession one
part of the day and kept a livery
stable the other part. The standard has
been so lowered that the legal profession
is completely overrun in that colony.
Would it be beneficial to lower the
Western Australian standard to the same
level ? This Bill seeks- to express no
broad principle, but simply to eni-
able certain gentlemen to enter the
profession. Once they get inside, then,
according to the Bill, the door is shut
behind themn. The Bill would have no
operation in regard to other persons
seeking admiission, but it is framed with a
view of preventing men from New Zea-
land being admitted. until they have re-
sided in Western Au stralia for two years,
It is very cleverly done. The object of
the Bill is to prevent other mnen coming
front New Zealanid after it becomes la-w,
by means of a proviso to the effect that no
such practitioner shall lie admitted until
lie has been two years in the colony. Thme
present limuitation as regards residencee
is six mouthis; hut this is an attemupt
on the part of practitioners here the effect
of which is to say to the House, '1 Don't
oppose this, because we are putting in a
provision that no maln shall in future be
admnitted until lie has been here for two
years." Speaking of the principle utterly
regardless of the fact that I am niw eber
of the profession, I say it would not be
ise to establish a precedent that you can

have anl Act of Par imnent passed to admit
two gentlemen who camne to time country

Recon-Cl readhig,
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at the time the v did. I know the two
gentlemen in qiusj ion. Thg clims hure,
and got positions and good salaries. The
rest of us, when we camne here, had pretty
well to starve or endure hardships for
.some time after our arrival. We were
not engaged immediately on arrival.I
These men were practically u tnder an en-
gagenient from thle titte they left New
Zealand; and then theyv want to be ad-
initted wvithout putting in six mionths in
the colony.

MR. SIMPSON (Geraldton) : I pro-
pose to suppJort the second reading of this
Bill, and will take every, opportunity, so
long as I hold a seat in this House, of
opening wider the doors for the admission
of accomplished practitioners to the legal
profession. Indeed, I hope to follow in
the footsteps of those great Australian
colonists, Sir George Grey in New Zea-
Land, and the Hon. Charles Kingston in
South Australia -no mean names to
mention in this connection. I was a little
surprised to hear the Attorney General's
remarks about the legal profession in
New Zealand, which has included men
like Judge Richmond, one of the greatest
lawyvers in the Southern Hemisphere, Sir
Robert Stout, and men of that class. To
say that the mnital calbre and accomi-
plishients of these men are inferior to
those of the great legal lumninaries of
Western Australia does really suggest that
we are approaching a season of Christmas
pantomimne. I am not aware wvhethier
this Bill is a proposal to ask Parliament
to admnit any particular men to the
practice of this profession, If so, I must
object to it- We are getting too many of
these single-clause Bills introduced by
private members. I should like to see
the Government take a firmer stand in
connection with this practice. We are
running very great risk in allowing
these little private Bills with single
clauses, that may prove most inimical to
the best interests of the colony, to stlp
through the Legislature. Thereis, howv-
ever, no mionopoly in the world thatt is
surrounded with so much unearned

ha hgerrepctfr 
the adiitationof justice thn I but whyI is i t that men of

_nockn bu the world, ha ve such an
absolute drad andi terror of goigna
law r t f fe a they wil erbe

The law courts of the present day are no
places for the poor- man. It is wvell-known
to members in this House that there is
no work of art which can conceal services
rendered and exhibit the arts of construc-
tion so well as a lawyer's bill of costs.
I hope the lay members of the House
will face the question, and that they will
support, this measure in the interests of
the whole community. By doing so they
wvill be letting, it go forth-and the ex-
pression of their opinion is bound to have
ain educational influence on the people-
thatjin their opinion, the avenules by Which
men Can enter onl a career for securing
the admnistm-tion of justice to their
fellow men shall 1)e made more easy of
access, and that they shall not be blocked
wvith the inscription "1None but the rich
can enter here." The expression of such
an opinion by the lay members of this
House would do anl unalloyed good to the
country. At present there is no hide-
bound monopoly oil earth so surrounded
by legalised extortion as the legal pro-
fession.

Ma. RUBBLE (the Gascoyne) : I
mean to oppose this Bill. I do not think
.any one should be allowed to enter the
legal profession here without first show-
ing his papers and proving that hie has
passed the proper examinations. Vic;toria%
would have been pleased to reciprocate
with this colony so as to get rid of her
surplus stock, but she cannot send her
solicitors to this colony now. I dto not
approve of any Bill being brought for-
ward by which people who have gone
through at term of office without going.
through the proper legal examinations
can be admitted to the profession.

AIR. EWING (tile Swan) : Every mian
who has a proper qualification, and who
has served the proper tenn of apprentice-
ship as required in the legal profession,
should be admitted, provided lie is a fit
and proper person in other respects to
practise here. New Zealanders, uip to
188-2, were admitted inl this colony because
they had served the required term of
articles and had passed the examinations
here required. They had to do the same
as a Western Australian boy had to do,
or has to d.o at the present thuie. Cotse-
qUently we admitted them, and because T
have done those things I was admitted to
practise in this counitr. But the effect of
this Bill will be this. Articles have been
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albolislied in New Zealand. We know that.
the staudard oif examinations in New Zea.-
land is not high, and we are asked to admit
men who have ueither passed the high
examinations wye have passed, nor yet
served any termn of apprenticeship at all.
1. admiitted to the gentlemen who desired
this legislation that, in the case of two
gentlemen who caine over here, they wvere
entitled to somne consideration; but wvhen
I got a letter from the author of the Bill,
telling me that if the Bill was blocked l) 'y
the Attorney General and other legal
gentlemen in thie House -I nrever showed
the letter to the Attorney General, and I
am glad to hear his opinion without his
being prejudiced 1)'v having seen the letter
-that if the Bill did not go through
the House he would get somec of the
liberal members to introduce a Bill to
wipe away legal qualifications entirely,
and enable any one to do legal work, if I
had any doubt in my mind before that,
I determined at once thlat I was not going
to bie subjected to any threat like that,
and that I would not be dictated to. I
say that the Bill is unjust to) the legal
practitioners or to any WVest Australian
boy who has to serve articles and pass n
examination before hie is admuitted.

MR. QUJINLAN (Toodyay) : I intend
to support the Bill as introduced. I be-
lieve in the sentiment expressed hr' the
bon. member for Geraldton (Mr. Siip-
son), that West Australia should open its
doors and its armis too, to everyone of our
colour. We cannot class these people
as Chinanmen. Some members of the
legal profession in this colony are not all
that might be desired. I was present
when the Legal Practitioners Act was
passed, and I then expressed myself as
opposed to it. The provision made in the
Bill lbefore the House, that persons should
have been practising as solicitors for ten
years, is quite sufficient. I think such
persons would be quialified in law, and if
they are not, then they will not be a
success, and no lawyer in the colony need
fear such competition.

MR. CONOLLY (Dundas): Certainly
there is a great deal in what the hon.
member for Geraldton has said. I think
it is a benefit to all classes, so far as
possible, to destroy any possibility of a
monopoly in whatever class it may be;
but I do not think, in so doing, it would
be beneficial to lower the grade. It

appears to nio that if we admit solicitors
coming from New Zealand who have
been admitted to the bar in their
own colony on lower qualifications
to those under which solicitors are ad-
iniittedi iWestern Auistralia, that, in acel-
tamn degree wvould lie lowering the grade
of the legal profession here. I think
there would be no objection to admitting
solicitors from New Zealand, provided

Ithiey had passed an examination and have
qualifications in any degree equal to
those required for 'admission in this
colony; but, knowing as I do, and as we
have been told this evening, that the legal
p lractitioners of New Zealand arc admit-
ted to the bar tinder lower qualifications

*than those in force here, I do not think
it desirable to allow these practitioners to
be admitted free to practise in Western
Australia.
* M. Ewryo : Under the present Act
we admit them now, providinig their
qualifications are equal.

Mu. HIGHAM (in reply): In New Zea-
land, practitioners are admitted after an
examination in general knowledge of the
law, and they have to go through an)
apprenticeship; which to all intents and
purposes is erquivalent to five years'
servi.e under the Western Australiani
law.

THE l'RESkiInl: Is there reciporocity?
MR. HIGHAM: 'There is reciprocity.

with the exceptioni that a Western
Australian solicitor' going to New
Zealand would have to pass some
examination in general knowledge of
the law as locally practised.

MR. EWING: New Zealand practitioners
are not admitted in any of tme other

IAustralian colonies.
* MR. HIGHAM: The lion. menmber for
East Perth (Mr. James) complains that
this Bill is brought forward to remedy a
grievance. But there are very few Bills
which have not a grievance at bottom.
It has been said that this is a one-man
Bill. Possibly, when the idea of the
measure was conceived there was one luau
beindl it. But I can assure the House
that there is now a considerable number
of gentlemen who wish to avail themselves

*of the provisions of the Bill. Most of
these gentlemen are fully qualified, and

.hold responsible positions in the offices of
solicitors here, who are glad of their ser-

Ivices, and do not decry their capabilities.
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I am sorry the hon. member for the Swan
(Mr. Ewing) (lid not do justice to the
letter to which lie referred, and read it to
the House. Tt would then have been
found thlat it simply amounted to the fact
that the law has been, simplified in New
Zealand for the benefit of thle general pub-
lic, and that in this matter there is, in
more wa ' s than One, it practice Similar to
that, observed under the Torrens Land
Act. 'Legal brokers do for hialf-a-crowni
that for which at legal practitioner Would
charge anything from two to five guineas.
I am not at all surprised that the legal
profession in Western Australia should
be jealous of such a system obtaining a
footing here. It would be for the benefit
of the community as a whole, if there
were mlole legislation on the lines of the
Tori-ens Land Act, by whicli land could
not only be transferred for nothing, but
other leg.al services rendered at fair, equit-
able prices, instead of the innumerable
inniieas n owehiarged hr legal practitioners.

I hope hon. members will r-egard the Hill
from an unbiassedl point of view for tile
beniefit of the couuhliitv, as at whole, anid
not froml thle jealous standpoint of thle
legal profession. The Bill provides that
gentlemen admitted shall have all neces-
saryV (1 u1alihications. so that there remains
no objection to their being allowed to
praciltise at the bar.

Question put, and division takeii withi
the following result:

-Ayes ..
Noes..

*..- ... 10

Majority against ... 1
ArT. Noes.

Mr. Highanu Sir Job,, Forrest
Mr. Leok. Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Locke Mr. Harper
Mr. Morgans Air. Hassell
Mr. Oats Mr. Hobble
Mr. Quia Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Sholl Mr. Oldhm
Mr. Simpson Mr. Pennelather
Mr. Solomon Mr. Piesse
Mr. Wood (Telie. Mr. Vent

IMr. Ewig(Tle)

Question thus negatived.

REGISTRATION OF FIRMS BILL.
SECOND READING.

BIB. JAXES (East Perth), in movng
the second reading, said: This Bill
has already been passed by the Legisla-.
tive Council. A great deal of difficulty
exists at present in ascertaining the names

*of those who are associated together in a
business firm, and one of the objects of
the Bill is to prevent a mnau's mne being
used by a firm for the purpose of suggest-
ing to anyone dealing with that firm that
this Iman is connected with the firm, and
thus to obtain credit which would not
otherwise be given, through the use of a
well-known name. Vrery often a firm
exists, the members of which are not
known, and you suddenly find, on demand-
ing payment of ai debt, that an individual
whom you believed to be still connected
with the firni has retired years ago. This
Bill provides for the registration of the
naime of the firin, the nature of thle
business carried onl, the plate or- plates

Iwhere the lbusiiiess is carried on., and the
full name, usuall -esidence, and other
occupation (if. any) of the person or
persons carrying onl or intending to
Carryv on the business. The Bill has
been introduced] for the purpose of
simplifying the law and facilitating busi-
ness; as much as possible. It is in

operation in South Australia. It was
Iintroduced by a gentlman Of Perth it

couple of sessions ago, and I think met
with the approval of the House. I
believe it has commended itself to the
Chambers of Commerce of Perth and
Fremantle, and will be found very useful
in practice, and will serve the end of men
engaged iii commercial pnirsuits gene-
ally.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
li. W. Penuefaither) :I beg to support
the second reading of the Bill. It is
nothing more nor less than a Bill to
enable a pron to understand wvith whom
lie is deaig. Persons in trade take
fanicy names, to deceive the public who
trade with them. A measure of this
description has been iii operation in Vic-
toria for six years, and it has worked
admirably.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11-30 pi..

until the next day.


